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ARE: Religion is the greateſt Tinprinds 
3 Advaprage , and Privilege of Hi 

hers "Nature and that' whi | giyes it 

be wore and bigheſt Free eminerice g 

boye other viſible" 

abveg ay in many By Cheſs and obj 
laſtints, Dexteritis , apd Sagar 

in ſome of them ſort dark Joby ae + 

aſon, or Ratiocination : Bit Refi wY '{o'; 

Hime to the Humane Nature , that 

agy-ſort. of Men , but have ſort Reli "Noe *> 


molt ſubzle,or ſagacious Brures afford any fipns *-* 4 
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2 A Diſcourſe 


It_is_one of the chiefeſt Mercies and Bleſſings 
cet Almughey CoX hath afforded to the Children 
of Men, which hgnally manifeſts his Pf6- 


vidential Care towards and over them, that in all 
Apes and among all Nations he hath given to them 
ſong bay and Helps ddiſcores unto them, thoagh 
in differ t Depr ſome princi nti 0 

true Relipion * ej the PIT and 
Impreſſions , and StruCtures thereof in their Minds 
- and Conſciences, 2. By hisGloriow and admirable 
Werks, commonly called the Works of Nature. 3. By 
ſignaf Providenees ,.and Providential Regiment of 'the 
World. 4. By raiſing up A: ia af} Ages of grear 
Wiſdom, Obſervation, and Learning , 'which did 
inſtruct the more Tiorant imthis great Concern» 
ment, the Rudiments of Natural Religion. $5. By 
T rad2ioneryTrarfmilſion of many important Truths 
aud Directions of Life, from Anceſtors to their 
Poſterity, and others: Thongtin proceſs of-time 
evil Cuſtoms and ew Men did wa great meaſure 
impair and corrupt the Sentiments and PraCtices of 
Meg, zotwithſtanging theſe helps. .. Therefore the 

ſame Mercy and Goodnefs of God ; for the preſer- 
vation and propagation of the trne Religion , . was 
pleaſed to ſublilitute a more fixed” and permanent 
means : namely, the Holy Scriptures, or Drone Re- 

xlations, committed to Writing in-the Books of 
the Old aud New Teſtament. Though the Reli- 
pjon..delivered in both Teſtaments, be in ſubſtance 
the fame; yet the true Religion was more fully , 

and plainly, and diſtintly delivered by Chriſt and 

his Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, together alſh. 
with ſome additional Inſtrudtions for the better pre- 

ſervation and propagation thereof ro Mankind, 

ard divers additional Evidences to prove a1d-ma- 


nifeſt the truth of this Religion, to procure its 
belief 


belief and — M% > h , Miracles 

ACCEPLATION <© 23S wade © Fig (4 
Death , Reſurrettion , and Afcenſion of Livin fore? 
thi great Reformer of the Jewiſh), and preat"I8- 
ſtitutor of the 'Thriſtion Religion ;- ſo'calied-from 

Chriſt that tangbr and aſſerted it; The Chriſtian 
Religion is the moſt perfett Rule of -onr Diity tv 
God, our ſelves; and others; and was deligh'd 
principally. for theſe Great Ends. 2 

1. To reffore to the Glorious God, the” Honoxr, 
Duty, and Obedience of his Creature, Man'-teach- 
ing him to Know, to Glerifie and Serve his GCrex- 
tor, to bethankfilto him, to ſubmit ro his Will, to 
obey his Law and, Command, to be thankful for 
his Mercies, toacknowledge himtin all his ways {rd 
- call upon hiny, to Worſhip him  'to depend upoh 
him, to walk fincerely in hs fight, to admire -and 
adore his Greatnefs and Goodnefs in all his-works, 
eſpecially in the great work of the Redempeion' of 
Mankind by his Son Chriſt Jeſus.” 

2. To inable Mar to attairt everlaſtivg Happineſs, 
the perpetual Viſion of the- Glorious God , and ro 
fit and prepare him to be #partaker of- the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light and 5lory. 

3- To compoſe and ſettle Mank:n4 in fuch a 
decent and becoming rectitude, order, and deport- 
ment in this World, as may be ſuitable to the Ex+ 
iſtence of a Reafonable Nature, and the Good of 
Mankind : Which conſifts prineipally:in a dovble 
relation : 1.. To a e Man: ſelf, Sobriety,” 2. To 
others, which conſiſts in thoſe rwo' great Habirs or 
Diſpolitions beneficent to Marking , viz. R ghtdouſ- 
neſs or Juſtice, and Charity or Love and Benejiceuce/ 

' Theſe three Great Ends are ſiccindtly delivered, 
2Tit. 11, 12.” For the Grece of* God , that bringorh. 
Salvation bath appeared unto all men, reaching us , thas 
denying ungodlineſs . and worldly luſts , we ſheuld iiye 

B 2 S l & by 


-. 


; : SY 3 2d 
Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly. in fas prefent Worlg. 
Here we have theſk, three Ends of C {ok Reli- 
£108. 1. Goalintf, er.our Duty to God. 2.5 
vation, -or our own everlaſting Happigeſs. 3. Se- 
briety, Righteouſneſs, which allo includeth Charity, 
a part of Evangelical Righteouſneſs, =. | 
_ And becauſe Chriſtian Religion was intended and 
inſtituted for the good of Man-kind, whether Poor 
or Rich, L Q Or'% d., Siple 
dent, Wiſe or Weak, it was fitted with ſuch þlair, 
£efie, and evident Directions, both for things ta be 
kyown, and; things to be done, in order to the at- 
&-3ament the L char _ it pa Jdebgnd, 
t might be under y pacity , that 
mane 


ry-and common uſe of Reaſon or Hy- 
| Ing , and by the conimon aſſiſtance 
of the Divine Grace: might be practiſed by them. - 

The Credenaa, or things to he known or believed, 
a5 ſiraply necellary to thoſe Ends, are but feiv, and 
intelligible, briefly delivered in that Summary of 
Chron Religion , uſually ' called the a{poiles 
Creed, 

The Agenda, or things to be done or forboyn, are 
thoſe few and excellent Precepts , delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in that lzzele Book, of the 
New Teſtament , and yet even the tenth part of thar 
little Bopk will cantain all the Precepts of Chriſtian 
Duty-and Obedienee contained in that Book : And 
in brief the Baptiſmal Covenant , as it is contained 
in the. Liturgy , and Explanation thereof 'in the 
Chirch Catechiſm uſed among us, together with 
- the Precepts of the Decalogue, contain in effett a 
Summary or brief. Epitome of our Chriſtian Duty. 


And 


- And certainly it was neceflaty and becom k 


t 
wiklom of the moſt Wife Gu, tha that Region 
and Dattring, which equally concerned Men of a 
Kinds and Capacities , ſhould be accordingly ac- 
commodated , 2s might be uſefu}- for alt If th 
Deftrine or Precepts of Chriſtian Religion ſhoul 
have been delivered in over fublime or feraphicat 
exprebens is high Rhetorical Raptures , in-intri« 
have hee furtharged wich intents of partner 
have been with multirade of partiey 

Kt os have = ltke - eh = , to ws, 
greate of Mankind , -who-yet were 

concerned” in the Buſineſs and 'End: of Religion, 
—— greateſt Philoſophers and Clerks ky the 

orid. | $21] 

- Upon what hath been faid , "we may therefore 
Conclude, "416 

- Tg oe. F Aug rue bod = 
great difficulty m the attaining of a ire ſaving Know- 
lcage of Chriſtian Religion.” * Tower 

- 2. Thar the Duties of Chriftian Religion are 
not of ſo vaſt an Extent, but the Knowledze of 
them may be alſo attained by an Ordinary Cape* 
city willing to Learr., 

3. That Conkiering that God Almighty is never 
wanting with hts Grace to Aſſiſt thoſe that fincerely 
endeavour and Deſire to Obey him and Serve him 
it js not ſo Difficnlt a Buſineſs to perform an Evan- 
getical Obedience to the Precepts of the Goſpel, 1 
fag an Evangelical Obedience ,- though not a -Perfeft 
Obedience-; an- Obedience that is Sincere , - though 
many times Weak, and failings, which nevertheleſs 
are forgiven, and their Sincere though Imperfect 
Obedience accepted by Almighty God through the 
Merits and Intexcefſion of Chriſt, and our _ 

BY3. | - 


6... - . A Diſcomſe 
Humiliation and ſincere Repeatance for our fai- 
lngs. | | | 
5 + 4+ That yhen all is done, in thi belief 
and r#1s Obedience conlilts our Chriſtian Religion. 
This is the One thing neceſſary, the Magnum Oportet, 
which-is of higheſt Concernment and greateit Im- 
portance to Mankind. 

- But now if we do but look about us in the World, 
and 'obſerve and _conlider the Matters, wherein 
Men for the moſt part do place Religion, we ſhall find 
w_ another kindof Rate and Nature of Religion 
than what Chriſt = pram or intended, and yet all 
vailed and frowded under the Name of Chriſtiax 
Religien;, and greater weight and ſtreſs laid upon 
them than upon-the {rae , Keal, grand Imports of 
Chriſtian Religion. 
|. I ſhall begia with the Subtiltics of-great Scho- 
lars, ;:Schoolmeg , 'and Sctolaſtick Divines. Theſe 
have turned Chriſtian Religion into a moſt Curious 
and difficult Specujation, and that which was de- 
figned by Chriſt Jeſus as a plain DireCtion to every 
ity, to be a Guide t9 a Righteous, Holy, 
and Sober Life here, and to attain Everlaſtin 
Life hereafter , they have-[made] a meer exe 
of Wit, and a Piece of greater ſubtilty than the a 
{truſeſt Philoſophy or Metaphylicks. - And this they 
have done principally theſe ways : ' X 
1. By D:ſputes about Queſtions, that as they 
are not in themſelyes. Neceſſary: to: be known , {0 
they'2re in thejr own Nature Impoſffible for Hu- 
mane Underſtandings to determine: As for inſtance; 
many, if not all, the Points controverted between 
the Armwians and Calviniſts, as touching the man- 
ner of the Decrees of God, what kind of /nfiuence 
be'hath wpor the Wills of Men. The manner of the 
| KN Divine 


DING; Wh: 
of things Future , Contingent, or. 
Poſſible. roy WAS or iriph bility of Divine 
Grace. The Nature of Eternity, and Infuytudey and * 
Indiviſibility. The manner of the Exiſtence of the & 
Three Perſons in the Unity of Efſence. The Nature” 
of Angels and Spirits; the Adawner and Dagrees, and 
Algthod of their knowledge of things; their ſeveral ; 
Ranks and Orders; and infinite more Speculations 
and Diſputes of things that, do, not in their "own* 
Nature tall under the diſcovery of Humane Under- 
Randing , by the ordinary Courſe of Ratiocinarion, 
ard are impolile to be known further than they 
are diſtinftly revealed by Almighty God, and as, 
it were induſtriouſly kept Secret, by Almighty God, 
becauſe theyare.not of uſe to Mankind to be known. 
It-is far more pcſſible for a Child of three $1.e> 
Old to have a true Conception of the moſt abſtruſe 
Points in Philoſophy, or in the Myſtical Reaſons of 
State or Politick Government of a Kingdom , than 
for the Wiſeſt man that ever was, withonr Reve- 
lation from God, to have any tollerable Conceptioff 
er Notion of things of this Nature with ary toE ._ 
Icrable Certainty or Evidence. =p 
2. Again there are other Points diſputed'which 
are of alower allay,and yet not to be diſt.nQtly knowl 
without more clear Revel:t on than we yet have*of 
it, nor yet of any Neceſſity for us diſtintty to know? 
As for inſtance, Concerning the Nature and Memner 
of Tranſmiſſion sf. Original Sin; How far the tins cf 
immediate or xemote Parents affeCt their Poſteritywith 
Guilt or Puniſhment ; The Originatig# of the Humave 
Sorl.; How far the Efficacy ot the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
was intent;on«lly for all men; Corcerhing the fears, o 
Communication thereof to Infants , Idcots,” and tht 
wintble Ignoram 3. What is the real Conſequente of 
B44 Baprijm 
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theſe _07 the like he anon 
up mens Fapcies w 
, els of filling their Hearts with 
Gi and hou Effetts of Chriſtian —+—— +> ih 
It is true, that Phyſſciatis and Naturaliſt dv #nd 
$5) make Tris Ditnrs and. and Progrels 
engration Sanguification 
infytreg rtiotions of the Chite, the Blood; the Ho 
as; For, i. They have of acceſs to the 
ry thereof by Diſſection and Obſervation: 
, 2. Itisof forks ufe 106 them ini their Science; 
the Exerciſe thereof. Bnt when all is done ; 
Se: ſound Conſtitution dipeſts his Meat, and 
i $ Blood Circulates , __ his _— 2nd 
orm their Offices , thorgh he know not 
we Th Pe Matos of their Motions and | Qpe- 
Tations. Br Hob Speculatiohs above-mention'd 
3” Poin ts of Divinity a Jr art tot poſhidlc wo 
be y determined any &rtainty , fd 
they re of little ufe to be 'ktiowit. 
the heart be ſeaſdned with the true know! (et 
of at, thiligs that are revealed , ard with Hit 
the Chriltian Religion, and the fore 6f God 
Ir will be effettual enough to order his Life, 3d 
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Lawful, and with the Phariſees, in 
Saviour , have made void the Law 
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Difindias, all the Bones | 
It would be too long to give laſtan- 
particylar : The late Velitatzons in #raxce bi 
tween ſome of the Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuites 
the World with inſtances enough of this kind, | 
II. The Second {iftance is this, The norwing of 
the greateſt pert of Religion inzo Politzch Comrivances , 
= a; uphelding Power , Wealth , or In- 
rerefh. 


to  A"Diſcomſe' 

” - There have been Inſtances many in this kind: a-- 
Secular Prences ard States. This was the! 
of Ferobeam to {et 'up Idolatrous Religion in; 
Semarta, for preventing a return of the Ten Tribes 
to the Houſe of David. And we may obſerve'it 
in molt of the Religion Eſtabliſhed by: Heatheniſh. 
Princes,wi1ich was ſoorde:ed toaccommods: e their: 
Imercft, though to the extreme currupting of Na+ 
. twral Religion. ; 
- But there is not ſo eminent ah Inſtance thereof in 
the whole World, as that of the Eceleſtaſftical Srare 
of the Church of Rome, who have corrupted, as 
much as in them lies, the moſt pure and jnnocent 
Religion that ever the World knew, namely, the 
Chriſtian Religion, by diſtorting it to Erds of 
Wealth and Power, appendicating to it certain new 
Dottrines and Pratiiees meerly to thoſe Ends. And 
not only ſo, but have laid the greateſt-wezght of Re- 
ligion in the Obſervation of theſe Polirick, Append;- 
catims; fo that a Man that either queſtions or not 
obſerves theſe Polirick Additaments , runs as ſevere 
a Cenfure and Danger among them, as he that denies 
the moſt unqueſtionable Principles of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. Snch are their DoCtrines of the Popes Su- 
premacy, the Popes Infallibility, the neceſſity to Sal- 

vation to be of the Romiſh Church 5; the Adoration 
Images, Saints departed, and Auger the Yenera- 
rion of Reliques; the Doctrine of Purgatory, Indul- 
.gences ; and the Church Treaſury of redundant Merits; 
the Doctrine and Pradtice of” Diſjeuſations and In- 
dulgences ; their Canomizarion of- Saints; their Pil- 
grimages, munerons Ceremonies, Lheatrical Spettacles 
their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation , and diyers 
other Superadditions and Appendications to Chri- 
ſtian Religion, which any perſon, not * 
J 


| Bo... 
by OY. 4 half an os 
vent and gs ont meerly DE __ 
Grandeur of an Univerſal Monarch 
miſcall The Church , _ for the aan 


and Power for the ſo of it, =o apr 
eaſily be'evinced by particular ramation of 
al thoſe Politick A 


And yet let any: obſerve i it , he fhall find a5 
great feryour for the upholding of theſe theſe DoQrines 
and Praftices, and as great a jealoyſie of the-leaſt 
breach made upon them, as if the whole Concert 
of Chriſtian Religion, and the Salvation of Souls 
lay in their Belief and Obſervance. ms 

M1. The third Inſtance is in relation to the Forms 
of Church Government and Ceremonies. That -Eccle-. 
ſis ical Government is neceſlary for the) 

of Religion, is evident to any reaſonable and con-' 
fiderate' man: And that 'the Epi Government 
conſtituted in England, isa moſt excylentForm of 
Eccleſiaſtical Government, and exceeds all other 
Forms of Eccleſiaſtical Government , may be eaſily 
evinced ; and that it is the beſt adapted to the 
Civil Government i in this Kingdom, 1s viſible to 
any intelligent perſon : And yet I do not think that” 
the Eſſence of Chriſtian Religion Confifts in this 
or any other particular Form of Government. It is2a 
great help to the preſervation of it in its Purity 
and Unity , and may be well called Sepimentum Re- 
ligionis Chriſtian, as the Jews call their Oral Tra- 

tions Sepimentum Legis , the Fence of the Law. 
But a man may be a yood and excellent Chriſtian under 
this or any other Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government, 
nay in ſuch places where poſlibly there is no ſettled 
Form of APIIEONS Government NW TIIIET: 
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i nay pſa jt Woyld 
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gol 6g Fry: 
—_ ahey, Re, = tw kt lirtle better than 
a Schiſmatick, Heretick,, Jae! 

what not : | On the other ide, 57 ſee am 
an .fervour in aſſerting the Ecileſuaſtical | Jaokug 
» obſervant ,of External Ceremonies, though 
ater of a loſe avd difſolue life, yet they will 
Kd him with the ſtile of 2 Sa of 
be C and ppon that account over-look the 
Nat Br 16 Life, as if the Eſſence and Life 
of Chriſtian Reli lay i in the bare aſſerting of the 

Form of Eccleliaftical Government. 

On the qther fide , there is as great an Extremity 
of the other hand : There are many indiſcreet per- 
tons, as well Divines as others, that having either 

their gs 7 or by Converſation with Dii- 
lenters, or palliþly to 2 Party , taken upon 
the Patxonage or Allerting of ſome other Farm 

of Church-Government, cither Preſbyterian or Jn- 
dependant or ſomething fram'd by their own in- 
vention, prefently cry down the Eſtabliſhed Go- 
verument-of the Ghnrch, as. Antichriſtian or Po- 
Pih, and cry up that which they. have thus eſpouſed 
as the oaly trae Chriſtian Regiment inſtituted by 
Chriſt; and preſently among them, and theit 
Followers, 
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And although Ice Ceremenite, that are forthe 
Prefervation - of the Dignity of Religion , ant to 
keep due Order and Re ity , ave nor Bemtie} 
Parts of Chriſttanity , were ever '{ eſteemed 
by wiſe 2nd ſober men , and yet-areof uſe mt con- 
ventence in the Church \nevertheteſs, we may eafily 
obſerve among men the ſame Extremes a are be- 
fore noted : Some placing the whole weighr of Re- 
ligion 'in their #r#t ——_— and- making them 
the aa we] if not: the wly Badge 'of # Son of 'the 

—__ deſpifmng t fermple 
hi gin them, that'do nor oro treery pt 
To Their Obſervance ;, though 'they''be' | arherwiſe 
ſound in the Principles of Faith, and fritÞ mn 
their lives , jft ant! boneff-to all adi; and ber, 
temperareand blamelefs. 

"On the other” fide, there be a ſort of -men hat 
place the ſt ſtreſs and difcrmmimting Point of 
Chriſtian Religion in oppoſmg and- deerying all Infts- 
rared Ceremomes, t Inncent Decent, aid with- 
out any the leaſt touch of Superſtition-in —_—_ 
theſe 


cientious Lite, eh ip Principles, ſobg 
leſs, pracgable ;| yet if he obſerve theſe eſe blame- 


eſs. Ceremonies ,- reat, .m 

.and Charity to Diflenters, yrs be flighted and 
undervalued, eſteemed a Formaliſt, a Time-ſerver, 
or at beſt, a man wanting Courage, Zeal, Luke- 
warm, Timorous, and wanting the Power of God- 
Jligefs. - Such: wild and wrong Meaſures do men of 
Extremes-0n all/hands take of the true Eſſence and 
Ends of Chriſtianity. 

:-4V. Again,even among Profeſſors of the Proteſtant 
. Religion, there. are divers diſputed and Contrq- 
-verted Points 3, as between the Calviniſts and Armi- 
.nzans , eſpecially touching the Vniver ality of the 
KRegemption by Chriſt, Perſeverance and Falling from 
Grace ; and. Almoſt yer day there ariſe Dep 
new Opimons,; ſome of greater importance, but ve 
commonly of ſmall pd loconkiderable moment ; al 
theſe are Taken up by the ſeveral Parties b potty 


agreeing,in the ſame Fundamentals of. Chriſt dan Re 
bgion, ' And.ſoms times they are entertaiued by a 


.-» Party of 'men, becauſe their Paſtors are of that 


Opinion, or ſeem to be ſo; though often they are 
taken up, or inſtilled into a Party , to make a diſ- 
criminative Mark between Perſons of ſeveral Con- 
gregations.And then it is wonderful to ſee with what 
tervour each Party maintains his Tenent , and as 


great weight is laid upon it , as it the whole rel, 
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os the Exfera 
and Weſtern Etthrehes about Epſter-dg,and ance 
than-that ;- 


in+the-Apoſties times, about Zeningy 

| 6.19 dels, . and among us at this: dey 
torehing the-five Arminjan Queſtions. . And:yetwe 
ſhall fee men-as firvent and zealous about. 
azenforious af -Diflenters from: them/z 2s 
thoſe of the ſame Qpinion with-them., -a5-if; all;nh 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith were immediately 
concerned in'themz when all-the while they are noe 


theythave in great-Venerationor Eſteem.. - '-- 444 
+. Again,thefopd Miſtakes of menin this kind, 
are obſervable in very ſlight and trivial matters ; 
which yer are ettertained with a kind of Religious 
Veneration when they ſerve to hold up Parties, 
or as diſciminations of their Profellions. - A 

the: profeſſed-Adowks and Fryers they have certain 
Hal1.s aſligned to' ſeveral: Orders, and as well 
anciently as now-have ſeveral kinds'of Tonſhres of 
their Heads , which they obſerve with great ſeye- 
rityz and pl=ce much Religion un them. 

- And even among the various Sefts, or Perſwaſions 
none thoſe that; leaſt abhor. Popery, yet we 
ſhall hud fame- ſuch ford things upon which: they 
kya great weight of their Keligion : Sometimes 
in very Looks and.compoling of their Conntennnnns 

3 - ſome- 
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that Long Heir was unbecoming Profelſors of Chris 
» and npon that accourbſame did-wear their 
Marr even to extremity. | Bot abour the be- 
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L 
The Conformiſts uſually wear Gown or Cano- 
nical Coats: Many of the Noxiconformiſts by way 
of diſcrimination uſe other Habits. | 
The former officiate, as the Cali6ns require them, 
in-Surplices, and ſometimes with Hoods, and ſome 
are fo taken with it , that they think the Offices 
want an Efſential Part when without it ; 
ſome of the latter think the {olomn Ordinances are 


FE 


Again, a time there was when 'it was thought 
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; Sacraments, Lords-dey, and all manner 
Forms. whmher commanded or pied by ogberyy 
refuling to take an Qath when Lawfully called 
therenpto ; and fame fuck other Gagularities. Take 
away but theſe, aud the like aflectcd Sy Uth 
the men ave as other men, ſome indeed very ſo- 
ber, honeſt, juſt and plain-hearted mea, and found 
in maſt; if not all the important Dodtrines and Pra- 
Qices of Chriſtianity z others ( as it happens in all 


) Subtle, Covetous, Uncharitable; Ty- 
multuous, I roud;Deſpiſers of others, Slan» - 
dexers, and yet as long as they conform to their 


Sei in theſe 1mpertineat or unwarrantable ſingy- 
latities, they pleaſe themſelves with the Stile of 
the People of God, and are for the molt part eſteemed 
ſuch by thoſe of that Sect. | 

By this little Survey, we may eaſily take an Eſti- 
mate of the Miſtakes of Mankind, and even among 
Chriſtians, ing the Miſtakes in point of Chri- 
{ianity and Chriſtian Religion , and how common 
it is to miſplace the Name of Chriltian Religion 
andthe Nacwre of it, and attribute it toſuch things 
as in.truth have nothing to do with it , but many 
times are direftly contrary tot. 

And yet even in theſe kmpertigencies many men 
place the greateſt moment of their Religion, and 
bats. as and many_times a greater zeal and 
ferror for them , than N00 woghcy Tn 
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* 4 Diſcourſe 
and Dnties of Chriſtianity , and moſt of the huli- 
neſs of many men Conſiſts in Velitations and De- 


* Fences and Inveftives about themt; - rhe Pulpits and 


the Preſs is engaged about them. - Love, and Cha- 
rity , and even common Humanity , and mutual 
Converſation between Man and Man,” Church and 
Church, Party and Party, is- broken by- the \mu- 
tual colliſions and animoſities concerning them. $9 
that (the Lord be merciful to us and forgive us) 
there is as little Love, and as great diſtance and 
animoſity between many of the Difſenting Parties 
among Proteſtants touching theſe matters, as there 
is - between Papiſts and Proteſtants, or between 
Chriſttans and Infidels. And by this means the 
true Life of Chriſtian Religion, and- that which 
was the great End of its Inſtitution, and the true 

envine and natural Effeft of it upon the heart atid 
oul, and courſe of Life, is loſt or neglefted by 
them that profeſs -it, or diſparaged among thoſe 


- that either have not entertained it, or ar” leaſt 


entertained it as they do the Cuſtoms of the Coun- 
try wherein they are educated. Theſe men, wherf 
they ſee ſo much Religion placed by Profellors of 
Chriſtianity 1n theſe things, which every intelli- 
gent man values but as Forms, or Inventions, or 
Modes, or Artifices, and yet as great weight laid 
upon them, as great fervour and animoſity uſed for, 
or againſt,them,as almoſt for any Points of Chriſtian 
Rell Ronny are preſently apt to cenſure and throw 
off all Religion, and reckon all of the ſame make. 

But when all is done, true Chriſtian Religion is 
z thing of another kind of make, and-is of another 
kind of Efficacy, and directed unto, and effective } 
of a nobler End, than thoſe things about which , 
2s above is. ſaid, men ſo much contend , and hw 
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makes 0 grenk 2 buſtle. and. noiſe in the World. 
AS the Credenda, are but few.and plain, fo the Fa- 
cienda, or things to be done, are ſuch as do truly 
ennoble and advance the Humane Nature,, 


bring it to its.due habitude., both to God K 
Man | 


* It teacheth and tutors the ſoul to a high rever 
rence and veneration of Almighty God, a ſincere 
and upright walking as in the preſence of the In- 
viſible , All-ſeeing God : It makes.a man truly to 
love, to honour, to obey him, and therefore careful 
to know what, his will is ;. it renders the. heart 
highly thankful to him, both as his Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Benefaftor : It makes a man entirely ta 
depend upon hi, to ſcek to him for guidance, 
direction, and proteCtion z to- ſubmit to his Wil 
with all Patience, and Reſignation of SMil: It 
gives the Law not,only to his Words andACtions , 
ut- to his very Thovghts and Purpoſes , that he 
dares not entertain a very thought unbecoming the 
ſight and Preſence of that God to whom all our 
E thoughts are legible : Ir teacheth and bringeth a 
F man to ſach a. deportment both of external and 
internal ſobriety, as may be decent in the preſence 
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- of God and all his holy Angels : It cruſheth and 
4 Caſts down all Pride and Haughtineſs both in a 
. mans Heart and Carriage, and gives him an hum- 
n | ble frame of Soul and Life, both in the ſight of 
N God and Men : .It regulates and governs the Paſlians 
of the Mind, and brings them into due moderation, 

s & and frame; Ir gives a man a right eſtimate of this 
” = World, and ſets his heart and hopes a= 
ove it, ſo that he never loves it more than it de-' 

ſerves : It makes the Wealth and Glory of this" 
World, high places, and great Perferments, *% 
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2d A Diſcourſe | 
of a Jow agd littte value to him; { that he fs 
neither covetous nor ambitious, nor over-follicitotty 
concerning the advantages of it: It brin 
+ ab that frame that Righteoufneſs, Juffice, 
, and Fidelity is as it were part of his 
Nature ; he can ſooner dye than commit or py 
that which is unjuſt, diſhoneſt, or anw P 
good man: It makes him value the Love of G64 
and peace of Conſtience above all the Wealth ang 
| ro inthe World, and be very vigilant to keep 


Inviolably : Though he be under a due appr 

Enfion of the Love of God to him, yet it keeps hits 
tumble and watchful , 'and free from all 4 
tion , fo that he dares not under avain confiderice 
6f the Indulgence, and Mercy, and Favour of Ged, 
turn agde to contimit or pu even the leaft in1- 
Jury to man, he perforins all his Duties to Got 
in ſincerity, and integrity, and conftancy ; and 
While he lives on Earth, yet his Corverfation,, 
his Hopes, his Treaſure , and the flower of his 
Expettation is in Heaven, and he entirely endea- 
vours to Walk ſutably to ſuch a Hope : In ftth , 
it reſtores the . Image .of God unto the Soul in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 


Compoſitum jus, faſque animi ſanttoſque receſſus 


mentis, & incottum generoſo pettus honeſto. 


Theſe, and the like to theſe, are the ends, defign 
and Effet of True Chriſtian Religion, truly re- 
ceived and digeſted in the Soul. And certainly 
any inan that duly conſidereth , will find that they 
are of another kind of Nature and Value , than 
thoſe ſublime Speculations, Politick Conſtitations, 
Forms or not Forins, affeCted Singularities, = 

whic 
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which many lay the weight it of Religion and for and | 
£ou > which there is fo ruth Contention and 
Animoſity in the World. So that met! men 
in this regard are like to a Company of fooliſh 
Boys, Who when the Nut is broken, run ſceram- 
bling after che pieces of the Shell, and in the mean 
While the Kernel is negleAed and loft. | 

* Now touching* the Reafons or Cauſes of theſe 
Mifapprehetiſions touching Religion , they are va- 
rious : Some deſerve compaſſion , and others arg 
more or leſs exculable , according to their ſeveral 
kinds: x. Some perſons truly Conſcientious and 
zealous of any thing that they judge to be diſplea- 

to God, - as not agreeable to his Will, and 
obſerving the many Corruptions , that the Romiſh 
Church have brought into the Workhip of Gad, 
are very ſyſpicious of any thing that may look, 
as they think, that way z and therefore, thoygh 
they are otherwiſe men of ſfaund and Orthodox 
Principles, and of a truly righteous, ſober, and 
pious Life, yet perchance are tranſported ſome- 
what too far in ſcrupling or oppaling ſome Cere- 
monies or Forms ; And poſſibly their Education 
and Converſation with men of fich Perſiyaſions have 
confirmed them in it,ſo that they do not oppoſe out 
of a frowardnefs or peeviſhneſs of mind , or out 
of Pride , or a Spirit of Oppoſition, but in the 
ſincerity and ſimphcity of their bearts, and out of 
a tenderneſs for the Honqur of God. Theſe , 
though they are or may be miſtaken in their Per- 
fwakons, yet certainly deſerve Compaſſion, Tender- 
neſs, yea auld Love alſo, much rather than Severity 


or Contempt, 


G 3 2. Others 
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* 2. Others again, ' obſerving that, certain Modes 


-” 


and Forms, the rigorous Obſervations of them, 
are the common road for 'att«injing Preferments or 
Favours of. great Perſons, upon that account ex- 
erciſe a marvellous fervour of mind for them, and 


4 vigorous oppoſition of all that comme not, up. to, 


them in every punCtilio, that they may thereby be 
taken notice of, and imployed as uſeful and fit and 
Yiborays Aſſertors and Inſtruments for this pur- 
ole. 
L9 Many times Gain and Pfofit is the End and 
Deſign of many Practices and Poſitions appendica- 
ted to Chriſtian Religion, as is before obſerved 
in the Romiſh Church ; and-it is eaſily obſervable 
that Intereſt, Profit, and Temporal Advantage 
have a ſtrong byaſs upon Mens AfﬀeCtions, and are 
deater to them than the Truth of Religion, and 
carty men more vigorouſly is their upholding and 
maintenance, than Religion it ſelf doth : And be- 
cauſe the pretence of zeal for Religion carries a 
fair Plauſiblity with all men, therefore thoſe very 


-_\ 4 things that are but Engines of Gain and Profit are. 
T1 Ehriſtened with the ſpecious Name of Religion, 


' Tr was the making of Silver Shrines for Diana, 
the Art whereby the Artificers got thetf living , 
rhiat made the Out-cry, Great #s Diana of the Eph - 
* 4. Again,,it is very certain that Mankind hath 
a huge kindzeſs and partiality for matters of their 
own J[rvention , and ſet a greater rate upon them, 
than upon other matters handed over, to them by 
others: And hence it comes to paſs that a new 
Fancy or Opinion, a new Form of Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline, or Government, that any man hath invented 
or ſtudied vut, is to ſucha man ordinarily of one 
| value 
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of Religrom, 23 
value and moment" than it deſerves; and ſhall be 
maintained with er zeal, Fervour and Anim 
fity, than Points of: greater truth and moment, asf 
the.great manent and weight of Religion and Chrt, 
Rianity lay in it: which is in truth nothing elſe but 
the Effect of Self-love and Self-conceit. Ra 
- -5- Again, though by Nature man be a ſociable 
Creature, yet there is in,moſt men a certain Jtch 
of Pride, m__ On Jem aneE Dj as 3 
from other, and to-become a k1 eparatea | 
more refined than the reſt of the {oe CO 
Profeſſion. : - 

1 do remember in the. beginning of our late 

Troubles, the only Party that +»fibly appeared, were 
ſome that deſired ſome Keformation in Church-matters : 
And when that Party had obtained, under the Name 
of the Presbyterian Party, in a very little while 
there aroſe a more ſublime Party of men, called 
the Independent or Congregational men, which 
much deipiſed the: former, as not arrived to-a juſt 
Meaſure of Reformation. Shortly after that there 
aroſe a kind of Lay Party, which as much underva- 
lued the Independent, and indeed the Minſtry un 
general. | 

After that there aroſe a Party diſcriminating it: 
ſelf from all the former, viz. the Quakers. Theſe 
various Parties were as ſo many Subdiviftions 

ReCtifications of what went before. \ ns 
- Now the means-of - holding up this Diſcrimme- 
tion of Parties are certain ſelet Opinions, Pradtices, 
or Afodes, which are like the Badges or Colours 
that give each Party its Denomination, Diſtinction, 

and - Diſcrimination: And conſequently thele Dif- 

eriminative. Badges have as great .a-rate ſet u 

them as each Set ſets upon it ſelf; and therefore: 
<> GC 4 muſt 


W \ 


. —_— 4 * . ® 
= >! 4  -- 


& be ppheld nnder the very Notion of the life of 
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befigion, and muſt be mainrained with the 

pur imaginable ; for otherwiſe the 'D OR 
of the Sets themſelves would fall to the groan , 
and become contemptible both among themſelves 
apd others, berauſe otherwiſe there would rs 
+! np and inconfiderable reaſon, upon trifting 
or fmiall reaſons, to Separate and Divide from ©« 
thers, and to Un-Chorch and Un-Chriſtianthem 
that are not of their Company or Society. 
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GA P...I1L 
The life of Religics, and Superadditions to it, 


THE Truth and Spirit of Religion comes in a 

narrow compaſs, though the Effect and Q- 
peration thereof are large and diffuſive. Solomon 
cormprehended it in a few words, Fear God, and 
kgey his Commandments, for this is the whole Duty of 
Adan : The ſoul and life of Religion is the Fear of 
God, which is the Principle of Qbedience; but O- 
bedience to his Commands, which is an act or ex- 
e&cdfeof that life , is various , CI__ Va- 
riety of the Commands of God : If 1 a Kernel 
of an Acorn, the Principle of life lics in it: The 


thing it ſelf is but fall, but the Vegetable Prin- | 


ciple that lies in it takes op a lefs room than the 

nel i ſelf, little more than the quantity of a 
ſmall Pins head, as is ecaſſe to be obſerved by Ex-- 
periment , but the exerciſe of that Spark of hig is 
large and comprehenſive in its Operation ; it pro: 
daceth a great _—O—— 
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ew 
the , the Bark, the Limbs, the , the —- 
Fruit 3 nn bw nap bing of True Re 
bgion , the Principle it Ie$- 1N- 2 NArFOW COMM 
pals, but the activity and energy of is. is diffulng 
and yarious. ;* os 
This Principle hath not only Produ&tions that 
naturally flow from it , but where it is it ferments 
and aflimulates, and gives a kind of Tinfture even 
to other Aftions that do not in their own Nature 
follow from it, as the Nature qnd Civil Actions of 
our Lives under the former was our Parable 
b of aGygin of Muſtard, uader the jatter of his Com- 
pariſon of Leven, juſt as we ſee inother things of Nge 
ture: Take 2 little Red Wine, and drop it into a 
Vellcl of Water, it gives a new Tincture to the Wa- 
tcr ; or take a grain of Salt and put it into freſh Li- 
quor, it doth communicate it {eli tothe next adjacent 
part of the Liquor, and that again to the next, until 
the whole be fermented: So that finalland little vital 
Principle of the Fear of God dath grodually ans yet 
ſuddenly aflimulate the ations of our life flowing 
from-another Principle. It reCtifies and moderates 
our AﬀeQtions, and Paſſions, and Appetites, it gives 
Truth to our Speech, Sobriety to our Senſes, Humi- 
lity .- our _— and the like. wh | 
Religion is beſt in its Siplicit Purity, but: 
difficule to be retained ru SuperſtruGtions 
$ and Acceſſions ; and thoſe do commonly in tine 
$ Srifie, avd Choke the Simplicity of Religion , unleſs 
mueh Care and Circumſpettion be uſed : The Con- 
temperations are ſo mary and ſb cwnberſom,, that 
Religion loſeth its Nature , or is ſftrengled by them : 
Juſt as a man that hath ſome Excellent Simple Cor- 
Gal or Spirit, and pats in Musk in it to make it 
imel fivect, and PID WI 
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#8 4" Diſcotrſe 
and it may be Cantharades to make it look glorious. 
Tndeed by the Infoſrons he hath'given it a yery fine 
Smet, and Taft, and Colowr,” but yet he hath fo 
rhogg'd it, ſopbiſticared it with Superadditions, 
that it may be he hath altered the Nature, and de- 


_— the Virtne of it. 

& Superadditions and SuperſtruCtions in Point of 
Religion are very mary, and from very many and va- 
Tions tempers in men that add them. As for Inſtance, 
** 1. There 1s one common Superaddition that na- 
turally all men are apt to bring into it, iz. that it 
may. Cratifie the Senſe ; for in as-much as the moſt 
powerful and- immediate influence upon us comes 
from * end through our Senſes, and that Spiritual 
*nd1nternal apprehenſions have not { ſtrong or con- 
ſtant an Impreſſion upon us, they ſeem things at a 
diſtance, flat, and the Soul is weary of bearing it 
ſelf npon them; men are apt to dreſs up Religion 
ſo as it may be grateful to the Senſe ; Make us Gods 
.that may go before us : And this is the chief original 
of Tavlatry, and alſo of Sperſtition. 

2. There are other Superadditions that come 
even from the accidental inclinations of men to ſome 
fpecial matter which they value and love; and that 
they carry over into Religion ; and many times 
mingle with it. As for the purpoſe, take a man 
greatly admiring natural Philoſophy, he will be apt 
to mingle and qualifie Religion with Philoſophical 
Notions. Many of thoſe things of Ariſtotle that are 


harſhly and di urably aſſerted concerning the: } 


Deity, are from his tenacious adhering to certain' 
Philoſophical Poſitions that he had fixed upon. - - 

Behmen , who was a great Chymilſt, reſolves 
_ almolt all Religion in Chymiſtry, and frames his 
Conceptions of Religion ſuitable and conformable: 
vo Chymical Notions. Socinus 
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_ . . . of Religion.” #7 
- © Sociaus and his followers , being great Maſtery 
of Reaſon, and deeply learned in'matters of Ao-' 
rality, mingle almoſt all Religion with. it; and form 
Religion purely to the Model and Platform of it, 

* Many great Phyſicians that have much obſerved 
the Conſtitutions of Mans Body, have figured to 
themſelves Notions of the Soul conformable to the 
Reſults of their Obſervations in the Body. , 

And as thus in theſe forts of men, ſo again men' 
of Metaphyſical and Notionat Brains and Education .. 
as the Schoolmen , they have conformed Religion 
and their Notions concerning tit "to Metaphyſics : 

And indeed have made that which is and ought to. 
be the common Principle for the aftuating of all 
men, yea even of the meaneſt Capacities, to be a 
meer Colleftion of Subtilties, far more abſtruſe' 
than the moſt intricate and ſublimated Humans. 
Learning whatſoever. 

*Again, take a Polititian, or States-man, and he 
ſhall moſt eaſily conform Religion to Srare-Policy, 
and make it indeed a moſt excellent and incompara- 
ble Engine for it, and nothing elſe. 

' And if we' narrowly look upon the Method and 
Syſtem of Religion as it is formed by the Romiſh 
Hierarchy, it is a moſt exquiſite yn of Humane" 
Policy, and every thing therein ſuited with moſt 
exquiſite Art and Prudence for the ſupport of the 
Grandure and Intereſt of that State: This hath 
—_ with the Chriſtian Religion the Popes In- 
fallivility and Supremacy, his Power of Pardoning, and 
Diſpenſne his Keys of Heaven and Hell, his Pur- 
gatory and Indulgences, and Images, and Adorations of ' 
them , his Relzques, and Pilgrimages, and Canoniſing 
of S4ints, and a thouſand ſuch kind of ſtuff moſt in- 
comparably fitted to mens Paſſions and — | 
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wad fo 60 ſupport that moſt. artificial and metho- 
| cough of the Popiſh State : For indeed it 
1S NQ OLNET . 
' Andif we look into other Kingdoms and. Places, 
x fod, that Religian 13 o ſtated and or- 

conduce to order,wealth, 


plicude of” every Kingdom; for wiſe Poli- 


by the Policy of ſtate, may prove an un- 


per 
ticians , finding that Religion hath 2 great 1 
uſinels, If it be contemperated with Mixture 


ſid. on: mens minds , therefore if it be not 
! 


excellent Engine if it can be n and attuated 
for the- Be | ts State, do add to it much of 
their own, that. it may be managed upon occaſion, and 
they dreſs up Religion with Stare Policy, whereby in 
truth it becomes nothing elſe but a meer piece of Hue 
mane Policy, under the Name of Religion. | 
4 And __ the other --", wp _ 2x ug 
contented $Pirits-, that w ut a Kingdom in- 
br Blood © Conkifon , do ads Diſcaments a 
and Fancies,and Imaginations, Suſpitions and Froward- 
neſs with Religion, and call thys confuſed Mixture 
Phancies and Paſſions, Religion : And manage 


and bragdiſh this Weapon with mighty diſadvan- 


tage to that State which they © ; 

For it is moſt apparent , Kt py nothing hath ſo 
great an impulſion upon men ,. as that which comes 
under the appreh of Religion, in as much as 
It concerns the greateſt good, even their everlaſti 


Souls and Happineſs;. ſo nothing is of ſo univerſat 


Concernment as this, and theretore like to attract 
the moſt Followers; for every man bath not an 
Eftate to care for; but every man hath a Sol to 
care for z and hence it isthat ſcarce any great Con: 
te 


teſt herween +Hhath ix 
years, 4 OY bur 
Religion is 'owned on all fider; and God , atrl Hs 
C and his Chorh, owned on af hands art 
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. ll poet wn oy oa td infuſe into the 
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Trigs ſen I Comet amor on the refs tha may 
moſt make it cher own, and fecure it torhemſeturs, 
Take. the Popsfh Clergymen : Hold what you will, 
if you hold not the Snpremacy and Yicarior of the 
Pri thereft of your Religion is not worth a ruſh. 
ome to the Reformed Epſcopal Cler brgy As to the 
J 


CER mo diſclaim it : But if you acknovw- 
ge not Eprftopal Government ;, if you ſwear not 
Cnronieal Obedience to your Ordinary, if you ſubmit 
not to the Litarey, arid Ceremonies, and Veſtments, and 
Mufickuſed in the ; Church, you are at beſt 2 Sthiſ- 
matick. hr 

Again, comme to the Presbyterian Clergy , they 
will tell you Epifcopal Government tis omiſh and 
Superſtitions , and their Ceremonies and Uſages Anti- 
+ Chriſtian Ufurpations; but if you mean to be of a 
warrantable Religion, you muſt ſubmit to the Preſ- 
byterizn Government as truly Apoſtolical. 

Come to the Independent , tie declaims againſt 
both the former, and tells you that the true Con- 
formity to Apoſtolical Order is in the Congregatio- 
nal way. 

Take the Anabaptift , and he tells you all the for- 
mer are vain and irteligious, unleſs you will be 
rebaptized and liſted in heir Church. 


Again, 
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A._Diſcowſe _ 
_ Again, in Points of Do&rine, as, well as. Diſci 
Þline, it is molt plain that Tenents are profelled 
'or decryed for diſtinition of Parties : Witneſs the 
eſt between the Arminian Party and the Calvi- 
| 0a Party, which are only uſed as Methods on ei- 
ther ſide, toattraCt Proſelites and diſtinguiſh Parties: 
And intheſe and the like diſtinCtions of Parties ang 
Profeſſionsthe Superſtruttions and Additions are ina 
manner incorporated and grafted into Religion, and 
in effect give the only Denomination to it, according 
to the various: Intereſts and AﬀeCtions of Parties; 
when in truth , the main buſineſs of theſe and the 
like Additions and SuperſtruCtians , are but Policies 
todiſtinguiſh, and fortifie, and increaſe Parties. - 

3- There are ſome Superadditions to Religion ; 
that though I do not think they are to be condemned, 
yet are carefully to be diſting«iſhed from the true and 
natural Life of Religion; and ſo long as they are 
kept under that apprehenſion, they may, if prudently 
applyed and managed, do good. But if cither they 
are imprudently inſtituted, imprudently applyed, or in- 
con(iderately over-valued,as if they were Religion, they 
may and many times do harm ; and ſuch are decent 
and inoffenſive Forms in the External Worſhip of 
God appointed by the Civil Magiſtrate; by the 
advice of thoſe that are deſervedly eminent in the 
Church for their Piety , Learning, and Prudence. 
And there ſeems to be very good Reaſon for it. 

1. Becauſe if every man ſhould be left to himſelf, 
there would Confaſion enſue ; becauſe no man knew 
anothers Mind, or Rule of his external Deportment, 

2. All men have not that equal Prudence to judge 
what were fit to be uſed : The Magiſtrates are beſt 
to make choice of thoſe perſons that are fittelt to. 
adviſe,and their Recommendations would be of grea- 
teſt authority with others. 3: It 
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3: It is moſt certain, that Mani being compoſed 
of Soul” and Body , cannot fo regularly. and well 
fix himſelf to his Duty, without ſome ,juſtifiable 
help to his Devotion; ſuch are vocal Prayers; 
Kneeling, andother Geſtures proper for the matger 
of Worſhip which he intends. _ 

And this may be one Reaſon., why the Lord, 
thouzh he ſtrictly forbad all Idglatry and Super, 
ſtition , and Heatheniſh PraCtice to the Fews , yet. 
did appoint Sacrifices, Prieſts, a glorious Taber- 
nacle, and the Ark, which was not 'only a diver- 
ſion from the Egyptian Idolatry which they had ſeen, 
but. alſo a help: to their natural infirmity for the 
excitation of their Devotion- 

And although our Lord Jeſus came to abrogae 
even that Indulgence, and foretold that thoſe cher 
Worſbipped the. Father , ſhould Worſhnp "him in Spirue 
and in Truth, under the Goſpel, yet it is certain 
that the immediate Apoſtles of Chriſt did ſet cer- 
tain orderly Obſervances in the Church for decen- 
cies ſake; and it was juſtly allowable : As concern- 
ing the order of the exerciſe of their Supernatural 
Gifts, Concerning Womens ſpeaking inthe Church, 
Concerning Mens being covered in the Church, and 
Women-vailed, Concerning the manner and order 
of receiving the Sacrament, and the like. 

But as there be Reaſons for it, ſo there be Cau- 
tions to be uſed in it. | 

1. That they be not too mwmerens ; for their Mul- 
titnde will rather oppreſs than ſecure Religion. 

2. That intheir Natures they be not Superſtirions, | 
but keep as much diſtance from it-as well may bez 
otherwiſe they will be in Religion, as the dead Fly. 
i the Apothecaries Oyntment. 


3. That 
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$. That they be clean not too full of 
Pony or Oftemation: Ceremonies ſhould be uſed as 
we uſe a Glaſs, rather to preſerve the , than 
to «dorn it. Too much Pomp cauſeth Jealouſes 
ven in good men, of a degenerationeither to Jewiſh 
Ceremonies or Popiſh Vanities. | | 

4- That though ſach are not to be rejefted be- 
cauſe they are-Sroiext, ſo if they become Unſeaſ0- 
»4alle, they arc not to be held meerly becauſe they 
are Ancient. Tt is with Ceremonies as with ſome 
other things that are fit to be changed when they 
become unuſefſul or offenſive, #s the Loue-Feaſts , 
Extreme Union, and ſome other things , poſlivly 
praCtiſed, and fit enough, i the Pramitive times ? 
Many Ceremonies were at firſt invented and pradti- 
ſed, to win over uncomverted. Heathens; to incon- 
rage weak Chriſtians , efpecially the Fews, who 
were not eaſily to be drawn from their Legal Ce- 
remonies : But when People become a Know! 
People, that ſee beyond thofe Ceremonies , anc 
underſtand when , and why, and how they came 
im, then it were Prudence to 4i/perſe with, or 

them. 

5- That they be nor urged with too much rigowr or 
ſeverity npen ſuch as conſcientiouſly refuſe them. 
Charity to a weak Brother in things indifferent in 
their own Nature, ts then to be exerciſed, when 
my Brother is offended therewith , or never : And 
if it be faid it is his duty to fubnitt to the Church, 
and not the Church to him; I do think that an- 
{wer will not ſerve in this cafe ; for ſurely though 
a Child owes a Dirty to a Father, yet his neglect 
thereof , efpecialty if it be upon a conſcientious 
account, will not excufe the negleft -of a Fathers 
Duty to his Child: The Apoſtle profelled he m_—_ 
a 
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abſtain from things lawful rather than offend. his 
weak Brother. | IO girl os 4 
- 16, Andeſpecially that we be careful to remember 
that Religion js another thing fram theſe Ceremonies. 
Theſe are of ſe. i.e. for Ornament; they are the 
Dreſſings and the Trimmings of Religion at the belt, 
but the fear of God iy of a higher extraCtion.,.. _ . 
. Ir is a pitiful thing}.to ſee men run upon. this 
miſtake, eſpecially in theſe latter times ; one pla- 
cing all his Religion in holding the Pope to be Chrifts 
Vicar, another placing Religiqn in this ,. to hold 
20 Papiſt can be ſaved; One holding all Ripon to 
conſi _ bold;ng Epiſcopacy to be jure. diuino z 
another by holding Presbytcry to be jure divine; 
another in crying up Congregational Government z 
another in Azabaptiſm z one 1n placing all Rehgion, 
in the ſtri&t obſervation of all Ceremonies; another 
in a ſtriCt refuſal of all: One holding, a great. part 
of Religion in putting of the Hat , and bowing at -/ 
the Name of Jeſus ;, another judging a man. an 1do- 
later for it: And a third placing his Religion-in 
Putting off his Hat to none, and fo like + com- 
pany of Boys that, blow Bubbles out of a Wall-nat.. 
ſhelf , every one runs after his bubble, and calls it.. 
Religion ;, and every one meaſures the Religion or,, 
Irreligion of another , by their agreeing or diſſen- 
ting with them in theſe or the like matters; and at * 
eſt,, while we ſcramble aud rangle about the 
pieces of the Shell, the Kernel is cither loft, or 
x by ſome that do not prize any of their Cou- 
teſts. x re Oh] | | 
Believe it , >: Het is quite another thing from 


all theſe Matters : Hethat fears the Lord of Heaven. 
and Earth, walks humbly before him, thankfully. 
1ays hold of the Meſlage of Redemption by Chriſt 

"ye Wy © Jeſus, 
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Ffns,, ſtrives to expreſs his thankfaheſs —_- 
Sincerity of his Obedience, is ſorry With ul{ His 
Omg, aralks watch- 
filly in the denial of himſelf, and Holtts + con- 
federacy with any Luſt or known Yin; if he falls 
in the leaft meaſure is reſtleſs till he Hath mafic his 
Peace by true Repentance, is true in his Promiſe , 
juſt in his Ations, Charitable to the Poor, fincere 
in his Devotions, that will not deliberately dif- 
honour God, though with the greateft fecurity of 
- impunity ; that harh his hope in Heaven , and bis 
Converſation in Heaven, that dare not do an nn- 
jaft At though never ſo much to his adv ty 
and 'all this e he fees him that is inviſtbte , 
and fears him becavufe he toves him , fears him as 
kn 6 -aiod. enemy as his greatneſs ; fuch aman, 
whether he be an Ep:/copad, or a Presbyterian, or aft 
Hndependamt,, or an Anabaptift; whether he wears 
a Swrplice, or wears none, whether he hears Orgines, 
or bears zone , whether he Kneels at the Communion, 
or for Conſcience fake ffands or ſits ; he hath the 
Life of Religion in him , and that Life ats/in ttm , 
andwill conform his foul tothe Image of hrsSaviour, 
and walk along with him to Eternity, notwithftan- 
ding bis Pratt;fe or Non-prattiſe of theſe Iriliife- 
rents. 

On the other ſide, if a man fears not the Erernel 
God, dares commit any fin with prefumfption, cn 
drink exceſſively , fwear vainly or fatfly, commit 
Adultery, Lye, Cozen, Cheat , break his Promi- 
ſes, live looſely, though he practiſe every Cere- 
mony never ſo curionſly., or as tabbornly appoſe 
them ; though he cry down Bifhops , or cry'apwh 
Presbytery ; though he be re-baptized' every tlay, 
or though he diſclaim againftit as Herefic, v_ 
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© * and ever}aſtingly to 
eg Align GAA Chief Good 
Ayd to that end -it fas giztn gut wich all the 
Plaigneſs and Perfpicypity , with all Evidence and 
certainty 5 a DoRaineand Religion containing Pre- 
ceptsof all Holineſs and Purity, of all Righteonſhebs 
aud Honeſty, of all Loyganuwity , eee 174 _ 
Geutleneſs , $weetnes, Meeknels, 
of all Moderation and Pgtience, es Pies rn 
Temperance ; in brief, it is a Religion that .is 
g_y and dufficiently conftatuted to make 2 
man ; :what indeed he ſhould be , Pious towards 
God, Juſt and Þengficent / towards Men, and tem- 
perate in himſelf, btted for a life of Piety, Honelty, 


Juſtice , aud Goodneſs, aud Happingls hercafter....--: - 


Such is the. Chriſtian. Religion , aud fuch the meri, * 
buſt þe-that are truly conformable co it ; aud of 
4ny.man h—_ — ſuch a mans 
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8&7. A Diſcourſe 
"is becauſe he. comes ſo much ſhott of his'due Con- 
formity to Chriſtian Religion ; and the moſt ex- 
cellent Doctrine and Precepts thereof. A 

' The Profeſſion of this Religion is that which is, 
and for many Ages hath been, commonly made by 
a very conſiderable part of the known World, as 
the only true Religion given to the World by 
Almighty God, through / his | Son Jeſus Chriſt , 
wherein and whereby they may expect everlaſting 
Salvation. 0 [PPP 
But yet together with -this Chriſtian Religion, 
the Profeſſors thereof- have 'in ſeveral Ages and 
Places choſen to themſelves various adventitious 
accidental Super ftruttions, Additions, Opinions, Modes , 
and Prattices , which they have as it were 'incor- 
porated into the Chriſtian Religion by them pro- 
telſed, or appetidicated unto it. | 
' And theſe SuperſtruCtionsor Appendixes of Chri- 
ſtian Religion have been introduced and entertain- 
ed by various Means, and by various Deſigns, and 
to various Ends: Some by the Authority of great 
Names; ſome by inſenſible gradations or long cuſtoms, 
ſome by a ſ#ppoſed congruity or incongruity , ſome for 
Order or Decency : Sore for Diſcrimination of Par- 
ries; ſome for Political Ends , appearing'in them- 
ſelves, or ſecretly carryed on; ſve UPON emer- 
Lent -occaſions; either continuing or - now ceaſing z 
tome by Civil, ſome by Eccleſiaſtical Santtion: ; 
fome by traditional Obſervations, either continued, 
or interrupted _and revived; ſome for Ornament ; 
ſome for Uſe; ſome as ſuppoſed neceſlary confe- 
gents upon the Chriſtian Do&rine, ſome to be, 
quaſe ſepta & munimenta dottrine & religionts Evan<- 
gelica, as the Jewiſh Traditions were "_——_ 
to be the Sepimenta Legis; ſome for one , and. 
ome 
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ſame for another-: And although theſe are not truly 
and eſſentially parts of the Chriſtian Religion, yer 
as the humours in the body are ſome' good, ſome 
noxious, ſome innocent, though they are no part 
of the true vital Blood, yet they mingle with it, 
and run'along in it-; ſo thefe Superſtruftions; and 
Occafiops, and Additions, haye in various Apes, 
Snccefſions, and Places, mingled with the true radical 
vital 'Do&trine and Religion of Chriſt, in mens 
Opinions, and Practices, and Profeſſions. 

And yet it is viſible to any man that will but at- 
tentively obſerve the Courſes of men profeſſin 
Chriſtian Religion, that the greateſt fervour a 
animoſity of the Profeſſors of Chriſtian Religion 
8. not ſo much with reſpect to the ſubſtantials of 
Chriſtian Religion, either in things to be believed 
or practiſed, as touching theſe Addirions and Su- 
per ſtruttions ;, ſome as fervently contending for them, 
as if the life of Chriſtianity conſiſted in them , 
ſome as bitterly and ſeverely conteſting againſt' 
them, as if the life and ſoul of Chriſtian Religion 
were not poſlibly conſiſting with them. | 

And by theſe means theſe unhappy Conſequen- 
ces follow. | 
1. That whereas the main of Chriſtian Religion 
conſiſts in the true belief of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and the Pradtice of thoſe Chriſtian Virtues 
that he Jeft unto his Diſciples and Followers, both by 
his Example and Precept, [namely+ love of God, 
Holineſs and Purity of life , Humility and Lowhi- 
neſs of mind , Patience, Meckneſs, Gentleneſs , 
Charity, a low and eafie Value of the Warld 
Contentation of Mind , ſubmiſſion to the Wil of 
God, Dependance upon him, Reſignation unto him,” 
and other excellent Evangelical Virtues, that per-" 
D 3 fect 
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fect arid teftific the Soul, and fit if iy th Page 
Comfriiinion with Alitighty, God it this lite, and 
a blefled fruition of his feſerice 10 the life £6 come z 
the Chriſtian Religion is riot ſo much placed in 
theſe, as int an; entire Conformity ro Modes and Cir- 
oe gr ; of .ait extream Averſion from them. 
And according to the various tereſts or Inclina- 
tions of Parties, thoſe are ntade the Magnalia of 
Chriſtian Religion, and ſtfch as give the only Cha- 
rater or Diſcriminative Indication of the Chriſtian 
Religion. ' ns | 
2. And conſequently all the greateſt part of that 
ſtreſs and fervonr of #ind, which {hot be employ- 
ed in thoſe great weighty Subſtantials of Chriſtia- 
rity, runs out and fpends it ſelf in thoſe littfe Col- 
'- Faterals, and SuperſtruCtions , and. Addizaments, 
- Tome placing the greateſt carneſtneſs and intention, 
contention of mind to have them , and ſome pta- 
cing the intenſion and fervour of their mind to be 
witouy. them, not nplike thoſe old Contentions 
between the Eaſtern and of wa Churches touch- 
ing the-time of the Paſchal Obſervation, one Party 
excommunicating the other for their diſſent, as if 
the whole weight and ſtreſs of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion lay in thoſe little Additaments. © *©©& © 
3. And hereupon there ariſe Schiſms, FaCtiofis , 
and perfonal Animoſities, Difcrimination of Parties, 
Centoriouſneſs, and ſtudied eſtrangings of Profel 
ſors of Chriſtianity, oftentimnes one Party declining 
thoſe Practices which ate good and commendable in 


the other, to keep their diſtances the more irre- | 


| le , and each Party eſpouſing ſonie odd 
Diſcriminating Habits, Modes z and ſometinies alſo 
by Opinions in matters of Religion , that mnay 
eltrange and diſcriminate them each from the other ; 
and 
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.nntq of not, of lef$ certainty, and have little or no 
ce or Eancern in the Sybſtance of Chriſtian 
We. 
4 And hereupon it oftentimes cames. to paſ 
that not only the common Bond of Charit 
Chriſtian Loye is broken between the Profeflars of 


endeavours to undermine, and ſupplant, and di 
grace Dillenters, more ſcorns, a vilifht . 
reproach, and infolence one towards as in 
their viciflitudes of advantage, than there is be- 
tween Ppofellors of Chyiſtianity, and men of the 
moſt looſe and profane liyes , between Orthodox 
and Hereticks, nay between Chriſtians and Turks 
or Infidets many times. : 

. And from this there ariſeth a. moſt fruitful 
and a moſt inevitable increaſe of Atheiſm and con- 
tempt of Religion, in many of the Speftators of 
this Game among, Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and that ppon theſe-two Accounts : Prin- 
cipally, becauſe when they hear cach Party declare 
( as they mult if they declare truth) in their $cr- 
mons and Writings , that the Doctrine of Chu- 
ſtianity injoyns Awaal Love , Condelcention , 
Charity, Geatleneſs, Meckneſs , and yet fo little 
prattiled by Diſſenting Parties, men are apt to 
cpaclyde , that. cither theſe perſons Jo pat believe 
what they pretend to pre and publiſh, or rt 

o the 
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: "rhe Dodftrine of Chriſtianity 'was a Notion and 
Specblation, and never intended as a neceſſity 
Rule of Practice, ſince the greateſt Pretenders to 
theReligion of Chriſt praCtiſe ſo little of it; 

2%. Becauſe when men ſee'that thoſe little Snper- 
'ſtruMions and Additions are' by the'one ſide proſe- 
*cuted, and on the other ſide decryea, with as much 
animoſity , fervour and ſeverities, as the mcſt 
weighty and irhportant Truths and Precepts of 
[Evangelical Faith' and' Obetlience ; SpeCtators and 
'By-ftanders think that they are all. of the ſame 
vale; and when they ſee that theſe things which 
every ſober conſiderate man 'muſt needs conclude 
little, and of no moment, are rated at ſo great 
 avalueby the conteſting Parties of each ſide, Truths 
'then are doubted of in relation to theſe: It makes 
*men call in queſtion great matters, when they ſee 
ſuch ſmall things purſued or declined with 'no lefs 
Fervour and Animoſity than if they were of the 
greateſt, ' 

| And conſidering theſe unhappy Conſequences of 
theſe Fervours of minds touching theſe ſmall Ap- 
pendixes and SuperſtruCtions, even more than a- 
bout ,' br concerning the very weighty things of the 
Goſpel, 1 have endeavoured to ſearch ont the Rea- 
ſon how this ſtrong Diſtemper comes to paſs ; 'and 
there ſeems to be theſe Cauſes thereof. ' 

1. Ordinarily a man is more fond of, and con- 
cerned for ſomething that his own , than for that 
which is of God; as we are tranſported with a love 
to oor ſelves, ſo'we are tranſported with a' love 
and admiration of what is or ow#s : And hence it is 
thzt the weightier find more important Duties in- 
joyned by Chriſt , partake leſs of our zeal, or cou- 
rage, or intention of mind, than our own lietle-Favita« 
Jie and Inventions, © © 2. Pride, 


4 Ao 


St # 6 Ya a_—_— aca oa 8c a _ __ EM 


hls, ts, BY AY rj 6% A ws * 


OS. 41 
2. Pride, Credit, and Reputation, are cotttivaly 
Ingaged in- either: Party in the things .conteſted., 
-whed they -are '6nce conteſted 3. and theſe/are yio- 
Jent and preſling Intereſts and/Motions. + \, -- 
3. The Planeſt Trmth and Purrty of. Religion is 
2 thing that ſeldom pleaſeth and'ſurerh ro-the (Curio- 
ſity and Appetite of Men;: they are always fond of 
ſomething Annexed or Appendicated to Religion 
to make it pleaſing to their. Appetite. - A certain 
Sawce that may entertain their kancy, after which 
it may run, and wherein itmay pleaſe it ſelf. And 
theſe-Sawces to Religion are various, and: variouſly 
pleaſing ,- according, to the various Inclinations af 
Men: Moſt ordinarily the Fancies of -Men affect 
ſome things Splendid and Senſible to be Superadded 
to Religion; rhe 1ſraelires would needs . have: gods 
that might gobeforethem ; and in complyance with 
this Humour, moſt of the Strange Modes and Geſti- 
culations among the Heathens, and moſt of: the 
Superſtitions , Ceremonies. and Rires among the 
Papiſts, were invented. —_— 

Again, ſometiines the Humour of the People runs 
in the other Extreme, either they will have nothing 
of Form or Order, or all ſuch Forms or Orders as 
are extremely Go_—_ to what, others uſe, and 
place their delight and complacency therein: And 
by this means oftentimes it comes to-paſs, that men 
are carried with greater earneſtneſs and vehemence 
after thoſe Placentia, the -entertainments of ; their 
_ than to the true Subſtance of Religion it 
elf. ! v6 md 
4. Oftentimes it comes to paſs that. there: are 
two very jealow Concerns ; and.impatient of any 
Corrival , that are ingaged each: againſt other in 
theſe different, and diſſenting Pradtices, relating 
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mighty as the Formarm, Root, and Foundation of 
his Power 5 and:the-Confcience fuppoſed to be the 
Vicegerem of God in the Sent. - | 

6. But that which admirably keeps up theſe 
differences, is that men on cach ſide, deal not 
one with another calmly, mildly, or upon the Rea- 
ſons of the things , -or upon a true way of Reaſo- 
ning, Debating , Arguing, of things , or prits 


Defigns each to catch and td the other ; 
6. At indoſttions and willing interpretation of 
each others Wotds , Writings, and Actions, ang 
ratſing ther» to odious Inferences and Conſe 

beyond what they were meant, or really and truly 
bear : 4. Difingenuous Quotations ont of cactrothter, 
withoot thoſe ordinary Remedies that might be 
altowet by comparing of other parts of their Wri- 


tings. 
""Fheſe and the like Auxillaties are on each part 
taken into thefe YVelitations berween Chriftians 
and in relation to things contended for or agai 
in thefe Differences, whereas the whole tenour of 
the D:.Ctritie of Chriftianity, as it was delivered 
by Chtift and his Apoſttes, decries nothing more 
than Aoger, Wrath, Matice, Raifiog, Evit-ſpeakin 
Back-biting, Standers, Reproaches, Namey and Epi- 
thers or Scorhs, Craft, ard _—_ z yer all theſe 
black Legions are called, uſed, and imployed in the 
management of that Canfe, which each Party pre- 
tends tae be the Cauſe of Chriſt ; as if Fi and 
Furl, and Legiotis of Devils were thonght fig 
uxillaties on each Party , wherein both pretend 
the intereſt of Chriſt Jeſus. q 
' Aiid that this is ſo, let any man butread thoſe 
Books Which have flowii abroad from either Party, 
he will od it _—_ in all the Contenriots of this 
rttire f Witneſs on the oge part Martin Marprelate, 
the Odlour Centuries put out by Mr. Whie in the 
begining of the Long Parliament, the frequent- 
Inve&ives and 6dious Epithets given torhe Liturgy, 
- Los Biſhops, Corformiig Miniſters , and to 
wrch of England it ſelf, as Antichriftian, Idota- 
touts Babyloniſh , ag 4 thouſand ſuch Nantes and 
es. 


And 
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. And enthe other ſide there have been many that 
have not_-been behind hand yith bitter-Invettives , 
Scornful and mocking Expreſſions and Appellations, n 
odious RefleCtions, unneceſſary to be repeated. By 
all which theſe two things are evident, 

21. That theſe Tranſports of either fide come, '| ©& 
not from that Spirit which Chriſt brought with 
him iiito the World, and which he commended E, 
and left to his Diſciples and Followers ; namely, I 


a Spirit of Love, - of Charity, of -Gentleneſs , un 
Patience , Kindneſs , Sweetneſs of diſpoſi- Bc 
tion. fat 


- 2, That if men go about to juſtifie this, becauſe 
firſt provoked by the adverſe Party, and fo juſtifie of 


it by the Law of Taliation, theſe men do not re- de; 

member, that as on the one hand the Duty of Chri- m2 

= ſtians is Self-denial, Moderation, and Peaceableneſs ; of 
4 on the other ſide, that a Spirit of Revenge, an Eye = 
S 


for an Eye, a Tooth for a Tooth, is as much a- 
gainſt the Doctrine of -Chriſt, as any thing in the we 
World. 


. Therefore certajnly it becomes thoſe of either ind 
arty either to caſhier theſe blackAuxillaries of their Re] 
Wars, and Contentions of this kind, or otherwiſe the 
for the ſake and honour of Chriſt and the Chriſtian and 
Religion, plainly declare that he is not concerned. = 


19the Conteſt, but that the Conteſt is a Conteſt of 

Intereſt and YVain-Glory, of. Pride and Ambitjon, and be 
Repuration, and deſire of Vittory : Or if they will not 

declare ſo much to the World, yet they muſt give Chr 
leave to the SpeCtators to judge of it ſo. 

* Now theſe bitterneſles and virulentneſles of either 
fide, have been commonly of two kinds : Firſt, ſuch. 
as relleCt, if not altogether, yet moſt of all, upon 
the Perſo1s of their Adverſaries: ' 2. Or = = 

"_ re 


a 
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reflet only upon the Marters in difference. between 
them ; both were bad enough ; and ſuchas ferve-'vo 
make the Differences and Breaches wider. | 

But of late times, I know not by what unhappy 
Star ,' there hath prevailed more than'formerly, 
certain Invetives that have. gone much farther, 
even to the rendtifg of Religion it ſelf, and Scripture 
Expreſſions ridiculous, and pieces of raillery; and 
I could have wiſhed that fome late Books, put out 
under the faſhion of Dialagues , and: ſome other 
_— of that kind ; had nor been too Guilty of this 
ault. . Mia 

I do remember when Ber. Johnſon made Ins Play 
of the Alchymiſt, wherein he brings in Azartas in 
deriſion of the perſons then called Purztans.,, with 
many of their Phraſes in uſe among them, taken out 
of the Scriptures, with a deſign to render that 
ſort of perſons ridiculous , and to gain applauſe to 
his wit and fancy. But although thoſe perſons 
were not in very good eſteem among the Great 
Ones and Gallants, yet the Play was difliked; and 
indeed abhorred ,. becauſe it ſeemed to reproach 
Religion it ſelf, Though intended only to render 
the Puritans ridiculous. That which was uncomely 
and unſeemly in a Poet, who made it his buſineſs 
to make Plays, certainly is much more fulſom 
and unſavoury in another; eſpecially if the Author 
be a Clergy-man, as I ſuppaſe he is: For of all menin 
the World it becomes ſuch profpicere honors Religions 


Chriſtiane, and not to render it ridiculous and 
contemptible , by raillery and ſcurrilous jeaſt- 
ing. 


And 


diſpa : Scarce a Page but | 
wankied inf the Spirit , -_, Chrift and Grate , and 
Saints, and ſome Scripture Expreſſions : And of it 
ſhall bs {aid rhat he it but only in exproba- 


1 anſwer, 1.That theſe Mifapplications and incon- 
liderate Uſes of Stripture-pbraſes by them, though 
whe juſtly reprovable, yet it is far mbre intollera- 
ble in him. Though their miſtakes were weak 
and fopliſh , yer they were ſerious in thoſe very 
miſtakes ; but this mau anduftrioufly and detignedly 
makes the Expreſſion ridiewows and comempible : 
2. Their of Scriptures and Saripture-phra- 
{s will not. at all juſtifie the like jn hum, though 
in another kind, and to another end 3 be night 
have learued to have avoiged the folly and incan- 
fiidermeneſs :of the others, and not .have anultaplied 
it-in himſelf by a worſe/Morthod of abuſe. 

- Certainly, whoever he was that made thele-Cor- 
ferences, 1 dare ſay he hath no-ſuch pattern of wri- 
ting from the Apoſtles or Fathers. The neareſt 
Copy that 1 know-of it, is the 4A ——- and ghough 
he ſeems a man of Wit and Learning, and poſlibly 
would be ſome body in the World, 1 dare ſay they 
that cheriſh him in the main of his defign are a- 
ſham'd of his ſcurrility, and wiſh it had been yome 
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& perctunce may he be when wore years pee 8— - 
this Conn hrmmaers _ nd 

manner are very greatand 

x. Firſt »t makes Differages vecana_dds, 
When Dilfereaces Civil or Eccieviaſtical in Judg- 
ment- of Prattice 5 is, loltues ; 
mildneſs , and petſonal reſpectfulneſs quiet "the 
Paſſions and Spirics of the adverſe Party , gdin 
upan him , ger within him; and when the poriba 


calmly andconſidorately.and gain grounds 
even upoy the qudgmen : Bot { yer never faew any 
man converted by an angry, paſlionate, railing Ad- 
verſary, for ſach kind -of behaviour preſently rai- 
ſethin The Adverfary the tike paſſhors 21d prejudice, 
2nd Me ng —_— 
being imgaged in the quargel , 

bit, ; 11h The 


unmanly 8s well zs unchoiltian Language , is /in 
praftife, 1: that it hath boca a veal deſign 
to render odious and irreconcilable t6 
the other, andithe !hapes of compelare Leſperate : 
For who <an ever 'expedt that 'any man, or diy 
ſort.of men, roar Frm weePgpey gr 
thatfhal puablickly-ftde thimbrubr ich, a 
hypocrite, » andadandred 1uch ſcornful Ap- 
op 
oF . 1nqu 


4. A-Diſcadſe 
- linquifh thoſe Opinions or Perſwaſions when HUiey: 
m HER fakeribe wo frck Dettheny 
and Appellationsbefore-all the World; and: of ; 
things ia the World men can with the leaſt patience 
bear refletionupon their intelleCtuals, and are moſt 
irreconcilable to them that traduce or abuſe thenr- 
therein. , FL | | 
, 2+ It greatly Uiſadvantageth the Cauſe, as well as 
the Per/ons of. thoſe that uſe this method amongſt 
ſober indifferent Qbſervers; who will be ready to 
conclude them a parcel of people tranſported by: 
paſſions, weak ; and-prejudicatedz and look upog 
ſuch/a Cauſe as is maintained by railing, ſcoffing , 
raillery and unproved Calummes ; as weak , and 
ſtanding in-need of ſuch rudeneſles:to-ſupport and 
maintain it. RY & 7/5 
-. 3: It: expoſeth Religion it ſelf to the deriſion of - 
Atheiſts,:and confirms them in their-Atheiſin, and 
gains them too; many:Proſdlitesz and. that princi- 
pally upon theſe Reaſpns,. 1:.:Becauſe they find that 
Clergy-imendotell:theta.in the Pulpits , that Chrilt 
himſex and his ApoRles condemned railing, ſcanda- 
lons/ Appellations: as RKaca, and: Fodl, Evil-ſpeaking, + 
foolsſb-jeaſting; Mocking, Revileng 5 this they tell men, 
and. they tell them-truly ,, and yet. theſe very men - 
that: call themſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, Meſſengers | 
of ithe Goſpel of Peace; take that admirable liberty 
of reproaching, ſcoffipg, and deriding one another 
' In their publick Phamphlets and Diſcourſes, that, 
can fcarce be exampled :among the molt inveCtive 
Rapks of Perſons, whoſe trade jt is to be Satyrical, 
and render people ridiculous: Nay fo far hath this 
Excellent manage prevail'd among .Clergy-men, 
that.their Scoffs and Reproaches.are not levelled at. , 


the Perſons, or Perſonal Defects of Dillcaters, but.- 
3» rather 


m_ 
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rather than want ſupports for their Party, will /; 
have ugly flings at Religion it ſelf, at Scripture- 
expreſſions 3 and when men ſee ſuch a conrſe of 
Practice among the Preachers and Clergy-men, they 
are ready to conclude, that ſurely they belieye not 
themſelves what they preach to others; therefore 
think they have a fair pretence not to believe them... 

2. But principally theſe great Animoſities and 
Tranſports of dilſenting Clergy-men, confirms and. - 
promotcs Atheiſm, upon this account,that the things 
about which this wonderful hate is ſtrucken between 
theſe Parties, are ſuch as both Parties agree to be -» 
none of the Fundamentals of the Religion profeſſed Y 
by both, but Accellaries and Acceſſions, and ſuch = 
{ indeed as By-ſtanders think are of very ſmall mo- k. 
ment; and yet when men ſce ſo much heat and x 
paſſion, ſo much fervour and contention, ſach re- "44 
proaches and revilings, ſuch exaſperations of Autho- 
rity on either Party, ſuch mutual Proſecutions one 
of another, that more could not poſlibly be done - "g 
between Dillenters in thoſe points which both agree 3 *? 
to be Fundamental, Atheiſtical ſpirits are apt to | 
conclude , that probably thoſe points, that both 
ſides ſuppoſed to be of greater moment, are eju/dem 
farine, with thoſe in Conteſt, fince they are not, 
| nor cannot be proſecuted with greater fervour, than 
| theſe, which all men take to be ſmall and inconſide- 

rable, and that it is Intereſt, Vainglory, and Ap- 
plauſe, or ſome other Temporal Concern, that 
gives this Fervour and Zeal in Matters of Religion, 
| more than the true Concerns of it ſelf. The Con- 
cluſion therefore is, That men for their own ſakes, 
and for the ſake and honour of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, would uſe more Temperance, Prudence, and 
Moderation, in Conteſts about Circumſtantials. 
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e'S 
{PREFACE 
Ll 
Due care for the Relief of the Poor is au 
| A aft, 1. of great Piety towards Almighty 
| God, who requires it of us : He hath left 
the Poor as his Pupils, and the Rich as his 
| Stewards to provide for them: It is one of thoſe 
| great Tributes that he juſtly requires from the reſt 
| f Mankind ; which, becauſe they cannot pay to 
im, he hath ſcattered the Poor amongſt the reſt 
| of Mankind as his Subſtitutes and Recervers, 
2.1t is an att of greateſt Humanity among men, 
1b Mercy and Benignity is aue to the wery Beaſts that 
ſerve us, much more to thoſe that are partakers of 
the [ame common nature with us, 
6 3. It is an Att of great Civil Prudence and 
' Political Wiſdom : for Poverty in it felf is apt to 
Emaſculate the minds of men, or at leaſt it makes 
men tumultuous and unquiet. Where there are 
' many wery Poor, the Rich cannot long of 
' ſafely continue ſuch ; Necſſity renders men of 
| Phlegmatick and dull natures ſtupid andindiſcipli« 
nable; And men of more fiery or a#.wve conſtitutions 
rapacious and deſperate. 
| A 2 At | 
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The Preface. ' 

At this day it ſeems to me that the EngliſhNa- 
ton is more deficient intheir prudent proviſion for 
the Poor than any other cultivated and Chriſtian 
State; at leaſt that have ſo many opportunities and 
advantages to ſupply them, 

In ſome other Countries a Beggar is a rare ſight; 
Thoſe that are unable to maintain themſelv2s by 
Age or Impotency are relieved, And thoſe that are 
able to ſupply their wants by their Labour are fur- 
wiſhed with Imployments ſutable 10 ther condition. 

And by this meazs there is not only a good and 
Crderly Education and a decent face of th? publick ; 
But the more populons the S$' ate or Country is, the 
Richer and the more wealthy it is. 

But with us in England for want of a aue r:gu- 
lation of things the more Populous we are thePoorer 
we are; {6 that, that whiyein the Strength and 
Wezl:h of a Kjrgdom conſiſts, renders ns the 
neaker and the poorey. 

And which 1s yet worſe, P.or Families which 
aaily multiply in the Kzjngdom for want of a 
aut order for their Imployment in an honeſt courſe 
of life whereby they may gain ſubſiſtance for them 
and their Children,do unavoidably bring up their 
Chilaren either in a Trade of Bepging or Stealing, 
cr ſuch other Tale courſe, which again they propagate 
to their Childrcn,and ſo there is a ſucceſſrve multi- 
plication of hurtful or at leaſt unprofitable people, 
meith:r cap thle of Diſcipline nor beneficial Im- 

p loyment. 
I 


The Preface. 

It is true we have very ſevere Laws againſt Beg. 
ging,the wery giver being in ſome caſes ſubjet toa 
penalty by the Statute of 1. Jac. cap. 17. But it 
takes little Effett. And indeed as the caſe ſtands 
1 with wit i m0 _ it ſhould : for what man 

> Fhat ts of ability caw have the conſcience to deny an 
Alms, or tobring a Wanderer to the puniſhment 
directed by that Statute,and the Statute of 39 Eliz. 
when he cannot chooſe but know that there is not 
that due courſe provided, or at leaſt uſes, that per. 
ſons neceſſitous, and able to work may have it , in- 
deed were there a clear means prattiſed for the im. 
ploying poor perſons, it were an uncharitable attion 
| torelieve themin a conrſe of Idleneſs. But when 
| T do not knowthereis ſuch a Proviſion, I dare 
| mot deny my relief, becauſe I know not whe ther 
| without it he may be ſtarved with hung:r, without 
| his own default. 

| We hav? alſo wery ſevere Laws againſt 


Theft , poſſibly more ſevere thin moſt other 

Nations , yea, and than the Offence in it ſelf 

| ſomply conſidered deſerves ; And there is little tobe 
ſaid in the d fence of the ſeverity of the Law heres 
' #n, but the mult itude of the Offenders and the ace 
| ſign of the Law rather to terrify than to puniſh, 
| ut metus 1n omnes,Pcna 1n Paucos : But it ts 
| moſt apparent that the Law ts fruſtrated. of its 
' atſign therein ; for althongh more ſuffer at one Sſt> 
ons at Newgate for Stealing and Breaking up 
| Houſes, and Picking of ' Pockets, aud ſuch other 
A} Lar- 
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The Preface, 

Larcenies out of the protettion of Clergy, than 
ſafer in ſome other Countries for all offences in 
three years, yet the Jayls are never the Emptier : 
Neceſſity, and Poverty, 4nd wayt of a dne Provi- 
fon for the Imployment of Indigent perſons,and the 
cuſtom of a looſe and idle life, daily ſupply with 

antage the number of thoſe who are taken off by 
the Sentence of the Law : and doubtleſs as the mnl- 
Fitude of Poor, and neceſſitous, and uneducated 
perſons increaſe, the multitude of Malefattors will 
ancreaſe, notwithRanding the Examples of Severity. 

So that upon the whole account the prudence 4 
prevention, as it is more Chriſtian, ſo it will 
more effettual than the prudence of remedy : T he 
prevention of poverty, idleneſs ,and a looſe and diſ- 


orderly Edncation, even of poor Children, would | 


do more good to this Kingdom than all the Gibbets, 
and Cauteriz,itions, and Whipping Poſts,and Fayls 
7n this Kjngdom,and would rendey theſe kinds of 
D1ſciplines leſs neceſſary and l:(s frequent. 

But hitherto I am in generals, which rerely pro- 
ſper imto Ation or Convittion : I therefore ſhall 
conſider principally theſe things : 

1. What Proviſions there aye already ſettled by 
the Laws in force for the Relief and Imployment of 
the Poor. 

2. Wherein the Defe(ts are,in r-lation to thoſe 
Laws or Proviſions,and the conſequences thereof. 

3. What may be thought a convenient Supply of 
theſe defetF *,1nd the Conſequences of ſuch [opti 
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Touching the Laws at preſent in force for the 
Relief and Imployment of the Poor. 


He Laws relating to the Poor are of two 

kinds, viz. 1 . Such as concern therelief of 

* the Aged, and Impotent, that are not 

able by their labour to maintain them- 

ſelves. 2. Such as concern the imployment and ſetting 

of work, of ſuch as are able. Andthis latter as 

ſhall be ſhewn is the more comprehenſive and beneficial 

charity, although both are neceſlary and —_— us, 
L 


FX Proviſion 


both as men and as Chriſtians; much more touching 
the former of theſe, iz. the relief of the impotent 
Poor, the laws of England have provided a double 
remedy. Firſt, by giving great encouragement to 
voluntary undertakings of good and liberal minds in 
this kind, 2. by Compulſary means upon all. _. 

Again 2stouching the former of theſe, the Statute of 

39 Eliz.Cap. 5. have giverra great incouragement to 
Juch as ſhall Erect Hoſpitals, Houſes of CorreCtion and 
Maiſons de Dien. And the Statutes of 39. Eliz. Cap. 6. 
and 43. Eliz. Cap. 4. have taken ſpecial care for the 
due imployment of gifts to charigable uſes. And cer- 
- tainly fuch voluntary Aſſignations arguean Excellent 
and Charitable mind in thoſe that ihall ſo voluntarily 
give; And the Statutes, have given a fair Incourage- 
ment to the Charities Bf menin this kind. Bur this 
proviſion doth but little in order to relief : For 1. 
for the moſt part ſuch Hoſpitals extend but to a few 
aged Perſons limited to ſome particular Town, unleſs 
it beinthelarge Hoſpitals, in London, where there is 
ſome proviſion more Extenſive in reſpect both of 
number and ape, as St. Thomas Hoſpital, Chriſt Church 
Hoſpital, and ſcme others. 2. But beſides this thoſe are 
but Voluntary and not Compulſary ; although there 
may be ſome that may be charitably minded, yer for 
the moſt part men are backward in works of Charity ; 
Self love, Covetouſneſs,diſtruſt of the Truth and Pro - 
vidence of God keeps molt from overflowing Charity 
or Building or Endowing Hoſpitals. 

- 2. Therefore there was a Compulſary laid upon 
men for the relief of the Poor within their reſpective 
Pariſhes,v4z, the Statute of 43. Eliz. Cap. 2. being the 
firſt compulſary Law that I remember of thet kind : 
And indeed it now became necellary ro bedone by a 
Compulſary means which before that time was: left, 

more 
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| for tbe Poor: 3 
more arbitrary, becauſe the Kingdom became 'then 
much more Populous than in former times, and with ' 
it the Poor alſo greatly increaſed, and beſides many of 
thoſe methods of their voluntary relief was then much 
abated ; which Statute Enables the Church-Wardens 
and Overſeers, &c. todotheſe things. | 
1. To take order for ſetting to work theChildren 
of thoſe whoſe Parents are not able to maintain: 
their Children. 

2. Totakeorder to ſet thoſe to work as having 
no means to maintain themſelves, uſe no ordinary 
trade. But peevides not ſufficient Compulſaries to 
make them work. 

3. To raiſe weekly by Taxation a convenient 
ſtock of Flax, Hemp, &c.to ſet the Poor onwork: 
S, But no means at firſt, before the return of the Manu» 

Vatture to pay them wages inexpreſs words, but is 
ſupplyed by the latter general clauſe. (And to do &td 
Execute all other things,as well for the diſpoſing of the ſaid 
Stock, or otherwiſe concerning the premiſes as to them ſhall 
ſeem convenient .) 

4. To raiſe competent ſums of Money for the im- 
+ potent Poor not able to work. 

5. Alſo for theputting of Poor Children Appren- 

tices but no Compulſary for any toreceive them. 
Among all theſeProvitions,the 4th concerns the relief 
' of the Poor by Taxation, and Contributes to ſuchas 
are lnpotent, the four other particulars concern their 
Imployment, and of ſuch as are able to work, which 
{ isihefar greater number. And although the relief of 
the ImpotentPoor ſeems to be aCharity of more imme- 
ditate Exigence yet the Imployment of the Poor is a 
{ Charity ofgreater Extent, and of very great and im- 
Fcrizit Conſequence to the publique Wealth, and 
Pcacect iheKirgdemesalſototte Benefit ard Advan-» 
tagect the Poor. | I 
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I therefore come to that ſecond Buſineſs relating to 
the Poor, viz. the ſetting the Poor on work. 

The Laws that concern that Buſineſs of the /mploy- 
men of the Poor are of two kinds ; viz. that which 
contains a Compulſary means of providing work for 
the Poor, which is the Statute of 43 .Eliz. And ſe 
thoſe Laws which are in ſome kind Compulſary to 
force perſons to work ; and theſe are of two kinds,viz. 

1. Thoſe that concern Children and the binding of 
them Apprentices, viz. the clauſe of the Statute 43. 
Eliz. Gap. 4. before mentioned, and the Statute 7. Fac. 
Cap. 1. which makes fair Proviſion for the raiſing of 
Money to bind them, and direCts the manner of its 
nr But as before is obſerved, hath not any 

ent Compulſary for perſons to takethem, and 
perchance it might be fit to have ſome ſuch qualifi- 
cations in that Compalfary which might not leave it 
tov arbitrary in the Juſtices of the Peace to compell 
whom they pleaſe, to take whom they pleaſe : But * 
this is not the buſineſs I drive at,perchance the general 
Proviſion which I deſign may make this at lealit not fo 
frequently neceſſary. 

2. Inreference toRogyes, Vagabonds and [dle and 
diforderly perſons, the Statute 7. Fac. Cap. 4. gives 
power, 1. tothe Juſtices of the Peace to ſend them to 
the Houſe of Correttion, which they are thereby re- 
quired to canſe to be Erefted. 2. Power to the Maſter 
of ſuch Houſe of Correction to keep them to work. 

Buteven inthis particular there are defeQts. 1. It 
- Snot general for all perſons, but at moſt Idle and di{- 
orderly perſons. 2. That deſcription is very uncertain 
in reference to ſuch perſons, and leaves the Juſtices 
either too great or too little power. 3. For want of 
a convenient Stock to be raiſed for ſuch Houſ-s of 


Correction, and advantageous ways for ſuch — 
either 
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either leaves ſuch as are ſent without anImp 

or renders their Imployment ungrateful im 

the ſmalneſs of the wages, and rather makes Pebple 
hate Imployment as a hell than to Entertain it as a 
nnerehsr 1 comfortable ſupport z which though it may 
be well enough as a puniſhment for diſorderly perſons 
that refuſe to work, yet it is not applicable to thoſe 
that are only idle, it may be, becauſe they have mw 
work: 4. It is a difficult thing to determine who 
ſhall be ſaid aa idle Perſon, it is a reaſonable anſwer 
to that, they are idle for want of ſach work as they 
are able to do, or for want of ſuch wages as might 
give them a reaſonable ſuppost ; for there is nv 
power given, nor is it reaſonable it ſhould, tocomtt- 
pel Perſons, to ſet them on work, or to ſet ther 
on work at convenient wages: $5. And laſtly, it s 
not univerſal ; many ons are not within that 
Law which would work if they might: or if they 
might at reaſonable rates, whereby they might live. 
There is need, therefore of ſome ſuch proviſion that 
might be as ample as the occaſion, and without which 
indeed all the Laws already made are either weak © 
and ineffeCtual to their Ends, and the generality of 
the Poor left deſtitute of a convenient ſupport anll 
proviſion. - 
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Touching the Power by the Law ſetled for the 


general Proviſion for the Poor , and their 
defefts. 


Pon the conſideration of the Statutes for the 
Poor, the only Statute that provides univer. 


fally 
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6  » Proviſion 
fally is that of 43. Eliz. which generally makes two 
"Proviſions. 

1. For the Impotent Poor that are not able to work : 
Andit is true is a good and EffeCtual Proviſion for ſuch, 
-if duely Executed. But as I ſaid before, the Plaiſter 
is not fo large as the ſore, there are many poor that 
-are able to work if they had it, and had 1t at reaſo- 
nable wages, whereby they might ſupport themſelves 
and their Families, which oftentimes are many. Theſe 
are not within the Proviſion of the Law and if they 
-come for Exhibitions,they are denyed, or at leaſt have 

but-very ſmall, and ſuchas cannot ſupport them and 
their Families. Ang indeed if they ſhould have 
ſufficient Exhibition for the ſupport of them and 
-their Families, the Pariſhes where they live were not 
able to ſupply them in a proportion anſwerabl: 
-to their neceſlities, or aniwerable to that ſupply 
-Which a full Imployment would afford them ; 
For - inſtance, a Poor Man and his Wife though 
.able to work, may have four Children, two of them 
poſſibly able to work, two notable : The Father and 
-the Mother are not able to maintain themſelves and, 
"their Family inMeat, Drink, Cloathing and Houſe 
Tent under tenShillings per Week, and ſo much they 
* might probable get if imployed ; This amounts to 
261. per Annum, it there were forty ſuch Families ina 
great Pariſh, and they lived upon this exhibirion co]- 
lefted by rates, it would ariſe to above 8ocl. fer 
Annm, which in many Pariſhes exceeds the yearly 
'value of their Lands or Rents, yet when theſe perſons 
are kept on work thus much mult be gotten by them, 
and without a ſupply Equivalent tothisthey muſt ive 
by Begging, orStealing, or Starve: therefore the 
Jecond Proviſion is, 


.-:2. For thoſe Poor that are able to work,and in re- 
of ference 
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ference to them it gives power to raiſe Stocks by 
rating the Pariſhoners,and ſetting the Poor on work: 
The defedcts of this Proviſion are, | 
1. In the Execution of the Law already made z for 
let any man look over moſt of the Populous Pariſhes in 
England, indeed there are rates made for the relief of 
the Impotent Poor, and it may be the ſame relief isalſo 
given in a narrow meaſure unto ſome others, that 
have great Families,and upon this they live miſerably 
and at beſt from hand to mouth, and if they cannot 
yet work to make out their livelyhood they andtheir 
Children ſet up a trade of Begging at beſt. Butit is 
rare to ſee any Proviſion of a Stock in any Pariſh for 
the relief of the Poor. And the reaſons principally 
are theſe: 1. The Generality of the people that are 
ableare yet unwilling to Exceed the preſent necellary 
charge, they do chuſe to live for an hour rather than 
project for the future; and although poſſibly trebling 
their Exhibicion in one groſs ſum at the beginning 
the year, to ratſea Stock,might in all probability ren- 
der their future yearly payments for ſeven years oe: 
ther leſs by half or two thirds, than what muſt 
withcut it, yet they had rather continue on their yearly 
Payments, year after year,though it Exhauſt them in 
time, and make the Poor nothing the better at the 
years End. 2. Becauſe thoſe places, where there are 
moſt Poor, conſiſt for the moſt part of Tradeſ-men, 
whoſeEſtates ly principally inthetr Stocks,which they 
will not endure to be ſearched into to make them-con- 
tribuary to raiſe any conſiderable ſtock for the Poor, 
nor indeed ſo much asto the ordinary Contributions: 
But they lay all the rates to the Poor upon the Rents 
of Lands and Houſes, whick alone without the helpof 
the Stocks are not able to raiſe a Stock for the poor; 
although it is veryplaia that Stocksare as welt by 
Law 
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Law rateable as Lands, both tothe relief, and raifing 2 
Stock for the Poor. 3. Becauſe the h-Wardens 


and Overſeers, to whom this power is given, are lnha- 


bitants of the ſame Pariſh, and are either unwilling to 
charge themſelves or diſpleaſe their Neighbours in 
Charging more than they needs muſt towards the 
Poor: And although it were tobe wiſhed and hoped, 
that the Juſtices of Peace would be forwardly to En- 
force them if they might, though it may concern them 
alſo in point of preſent profit, yet if they would do any 
thing herein, they are not impowered to compel the 
Church-Wardens and Overſeers to doit, whomoſt 
eertainly will never go about it to burthen, as they 
think, themſelves, and diſpleaſe their Neighbours, un- 
tefs ſome Compulſary power were not only lodged 
by Law, but alſoexecuted in ſome'that may have a 

er over them to inforce it, or to do it, it they do 
it not, and todo it effeftually, if they doit either par- 
tially or too ſparingly : 4. Becauſe people do not con- 
ſider theinconvenience that will in time grow to them- 
{elves by this neglect, and the benefit that would in a 
little time accrue to them by putting it in praftice if 
they would have bur a little patience, as ſhall be ſhewn 
hereafter 


2. The ſecond DefeCt is in the Law it ſelf; which 
are theſe. 

1:No power in theJuſticesof the Peace,or ſome Su- 
perintendent power to compell the raiſing of a Stock 
where the Church-Wardens and Overſeers neglect it. 

2. The act chargetheveryPariſh apart where it may 
bethey areabletodo little towards it, neither would it 
be foeffetualas if three, four,five or more contiguous 
Partfhes did contribute towards the raifing of a Stock 
proporticnable totheir Poor reſpectively. 
{13- There .s no power for hiring or ereCting 2 
XV: G common 
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| for the Poor. . fi a: 
common Houſe, or place. for their common Wor 
Houſe, which may be in ſome reſpects, and upon 
occaſions, uſeful and neceſſary, as ſhall be ſhewn. 
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Cray. IITL. 

The Remedy fropounded. 

I. * th the Juſtices of the Peace at the Quarter 
Seſſions do ſet out and diſtribute the Pariſhes 

in their ſeveral Counties into ſeveral Diviſions,in each 
of which there may be a Work-Honſe for the common 
uſe of the reſpeftive Diviſions, wherein they are re- 
ſpeCtively placed, vz. one, two, three, four,five or fix 
Pariſhes toa work-Houſe, according to the greatneſsor 
{malneſs,and accommodation of the ſeveral Pariſhes. 
2, That at that Seſlions the Church-Wardeus and 
Overſeers of the Poor of the reſpective Pariſhes, bring 
in their ſeveral rates for the relief of their we 
Poor yon Oath. And that the ſaid Juſtices doafſeſs 
three, four or five yearly Pays to be levyed and collect-. - 
ed at one or two intire ſums within the time prefixed 
by them for the raiſing of aStock to ſet the Poor within 
thoſe precincts on work, and to buill or. procure a 0on- + 
venient Work-Houſe for imploying the Poor, if need 
be, in it, and for lodging Materials;and for inſtrudting 
Children in the Tradeor Work. _ 
2- That there be yearly choſe by the (aid Juſtices' a 
Maſter for eachWork-Houſe, with a convenient Salary 
out of the ſaid Stock or the proceed thereof, to 
continue for 3 years, and two Overſeers to ſee the 
Iſſuing and return of the ſaid Stock, and: to take the 
accounts qtarterly or monthly of the Maſter,as they 
ſhall think ft. | 
- 4-That theStock be delivercd to. the Overſeers,and 
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. Proviſion 
by them Iſſtied to the Maſter, as there ſhall be occaſion, 
and that they alſo from time to time receive the pro- 
ceed of the ſaid Stock and the accompts for the tame. 

— F- That at the end of every year the Maſter and 
Overſeers giveup their accounts to the two next Juſti- 
ces of thePeace at times by them prefixed,and publick- 
ly notifyed to the Inhabitants of each PrecinCt, to the 
end that they may take any Exceptions toſuch ac- 
counts, if there be cauſe. 

6.That the Maſter andOverſeers of every reſpective 
Work-Houſe ſtand, and be incorporate by the name of 


Maſter and Overſeers of their reſpective PrecinCts,and | 


capable to takein Succeſſion by will or otherwiſeLands, 
Goods,or Money,or other Legacies or gifts for the Be- 
nefit of the Poor, within their reſpective PrecinCts. 


+ 7. That they alſobe accountable as well to their re- | 


pective Succeſlors,and alſo tothe Juſtices of the Peace 
at theirQuarter Seſſions for the benefit and proceed and 
Imployment of ſuch Gifts and Bequeſts. 
-. 8. That they de diſabled to grant any Lands to them 


given or bequeathed for any longer term thanone | 


Year, and at an improved Rent. A 
g. That if any perſon that isable to work,and not 


able to maintain himſelf, ſhall refuſe to do ſo, he may be ? 


forced thereunto by Warrant of two Juſtices of Peace 


by Impriſonment, and moderate correction in ſuch | 


Work-houſe. 


10. If any perſon imployed by the maſter ſhall im- 1 


bezill or wilfully prejudice, or ſpoil his work, he ſhall 


upon complaint and proof thereof by the party grie- ; 


ved to any Juſtice of Peace, and by Warrant from him 
receive Impriſonment or moderate correction by War- 
rant of ſuch Juſtice. 

- Theſe be the heads of that Proviſion,l could wiſh for 
the ſetting the Poor on work,which is but an Eſſay and 
may receiveAlterations orAddtions uponconliderat _ 


 _ ' 
- ” 3 


FP 
The Benefits, that would come by this Method; 
would, be very. many. and great : | ſhall {:r down 


_— Lay: that _ wo oF . - hs 74.6 
t. By Incorporating of theſe Work-Houles, wwhi 
arc he beſt. kind oft Hoſpitals, cbaritable-minded 
Perſons would have as 'it were a Pillar whercunto 
to faſten cheir Chariry, which would prevent ma- 
ny Diffcukics in the. taxhful Adminiſtration chere- 
ot, and would invite Benefaftors. , . i 

. 2: Whereas Hoſpitals provide fot {ome few Poor 
Impotent:People this, would prevent Poverry;andin a 
lictle traſt of time bring up handreds to be able to 
gain their Livelyhoods. _— 

- Whereas in that State that things are, our Po- 
pulouſneſs, which is the greateſt -ble(tnig: a King- 
dom can have, ' becomes the burdcn of: the 'King- 
dom, by breeding up whole Races and Families, 
and ſuccellive Gencrarions; in a mere Trade'dt Idle- 
neſs, Thicving, Begging, and a batbarobs kid: of life, 
which muſt 1m time prodipiouſly increaſe-and- over- 
grow the whole face ot the Kingdom, andear'out the 
heart of ir: This courſe wichin one ſeven Years alters 
the whole ſtate of this Ditotder, and btings People and 
their Children after them intoa Regular,Orderly,ant 
Induſtrious courſe of life, : which will be as natural to 
them as now IdlenefF and Begging, and Thicving is. . 

For no Perfon will have need ro Beg or Seal, be. 
caulc he may gain his living better by Working. © 

And no man will be fo vain, and mdcedhutrtal to 
the Publique as to give to luch as Beg, and thereby w 
encourage them, when he is ſure they may gain their 
living by Woking. And all the Laws againſt Va- 
grants, Beggersand Wangerers,will be then Efleftual- 
iy put in Exccution; when we may be (utc they may 
be anployed if they will : By tillrhat the w— 
; 3) 4 


" —_— 
and puriiſhing of the Beggars and Givers;ſeerts to me 
a andre beter piece of Imprudence as. well as 
Uncharitablenels. . 

' 4- By this means the Wealth of the Nation will be 
\ increaled, ManufaQuures advanced, and every Body 
pur into acapacity of cating his own Bread; tor upon 
hat imaginable account can we think, that weſhould 
not be as able to improve our Populouſnets to our 
Wealth, as well as _ and Flanders, and Barba- 
does, it we had bur their Induſtry and orderly Ma- 
nagement?:If it be ſaid, their Diſpoſition is more indu- 
{tr1ous than ours ; it is true, in that condition that mat- 
rers are ordered ; bur, it we had the ſame induſtrious 
-Education, we ſhould have the ſame induſtrious Diſ- 
poſition: let a man, one that hath been bred up in 
the Trade of Begging, he will never,unle(s compelled, 
fall ro Induſtry; and on the other fide, it is a won- 
derful Neceffiry indeed that ſhall bring one bred up in 
Civility and Induſtry, to beg ; as is cafily obſeryable 
4n many:poor Places and Families. 
And were there no other Benefit to the Kingdom 
in-general, nor to the particular Places where fuch 
Work-houſes ſhall be ſerled but this, although the 
Stock were wholly loſt in four Y. it would be an 
abundant Recompence, by the accuſtoming the poor 
fortto a civil and induſtrious curſe of Life, whereby 
they would ſoon become not only not burdenſom,bur 
profitable to the Kingdom and Places where they live. 
5. By this means there would ſoon be an improve- 
-ment of the ſeveral Manufattures of the Kingdom, 
-both for the neceſſary Conſumption of the Kingdom 
-and for Exportation, whercby our Trade Ouward 
-would exceed our Trade Inward, which Outward 
Frade; as it is the Baſis and Foundation of all our 
"Trade Inward, and the Exceſs and Oyer-ballance- of 
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out Trade does» REELS Inward is the © 
inedns not to-KeePp Gur - a home | 
dro no of Money, by dren har 
Wealth of the Kingdow; for as of our 
Hand, m7 our Trade Outward excecd our Trade In- 
ward. the excels maſt of necefty be returned in Mo- 
fey or Bullion z fo if our Trade Inward excced- our 
Trade Ourwatd; che excels muſt be made 
hence in . which muſt needs inſen wnpo- 
veriſh che Kin z and Experience makests know 
ir to be true: the advance of our Manufactures 
would be by this means plainly evident; for, W. 
of ie; ———_ >, gore, hel "her 
in WOu More, 2 - 
Woollen ManufaQtures, asKerkhies, 
though now.confined to ſeveral parts ek Kinnlom 


25 Devonſhire, Norfolk, Colchefter; wopd be we 
means diffuſed over the whege! agdor, ed 
places which have Jets of W 


Lincolouhire , Novthawptenſhire, and orher C 

_— loon fall into it; fo likewiſe ——— 

ings, wW aſt-Coats, and the like. 2 Tibet 
«ewe as Linhen Cloath; Laces bf all ſorrs, 
Nets, Sails, Se would become Native, and fupply the 
one 'of the K dom, arid prevent the n of 
Importation of -innen Cloath from Ho/lend and 
France, of Laces from Flanders: and as this _— 
in ſome degree uſed in Lancaſtire, Leiceſterſhire, 
ſome other places, ſo it would be cominiunicated ta 
other places of the Kingdoms and it is yery: confide- 
fable the nunibers of Þ wp $— this mcans 


ed in drefling of Hemp and Fla (roy al 
nvieg, Whitening, and the like. A nd if an 

fay, we want the Materials, and we want t 
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Anſwer is at hand; If orice the-Manufafture were be- 
gun to be put into a method by this way, all men 
would quickly ſow Hemp and Flaxin ſome parccls of 
their Tillage, and poſſibly ſome Lands thar were nor 
ſo fit for other Tillage, would be imployed in this : 
two Acres of Hemp and Flax in every Pariſh would 
imploy multitudes, which now People negle to ſow 
becaute they have no way to yent or bbs it. And 
for Inſtruftors, when once the alarum is abroad of ſuch 
a deſign, it will draw over Workmen from other Fo- 
reign Parts; and by this means we gained, or at leaſt 
recovered the skill of making Woollen Cloath from 
other parts, as appears by undeniable Evidence. And 
if it ſhall be ſaid that this will defraud and ſtraiten us 
of Labourers in our Woollen ManufaCtures, there can 
be no fear of that for we have Poor enough to be im- 
Pye in both : and it is moſt certain, that the Popu- 
ine(s of the Kingdom till increaſeth, notwithſtand- 
ing its great Exhauſtings by Wars and Plagues, and 
Foreign Plantations, and conſequently the Poor will 
be proportionably increaſed, ſo that we may reaſon- 
ably luppote, that in one ſeycn Years, by the bleſling 
, the very Proceeds that will be able and fit to 
work, of poor Families, will be more than double to 
what they are now, which will continually increaſe in 
a kind of Geometrical Progretfion, whereby there will 
be enough for double the Imployment that is now 
for them. 
6. By the means of theſe Work-Houſes, there will 
an opportunity for one or two Perſons, Skilled in 
any Manufacture, to inſtru rwenty in the T rades, b 
common reſort, meeting, and daily refidence of Chil- 
dren and young People there; and there may be op- 
portunity co teach Children to read, without any In- 
ketruption. in the Imployments of them that arc able 
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toteach them, or of them thar are able to work. 

7. By this means the yearly Contributions for the 
Neceſlary tetietof Poor, that are able to work, and 
their Families, and thoſe kind of Contributions which 
im time will be impollible to ſapport the Poor, will be 
) changedinto a'ſupply cvery way more eaſe for them 
that are to-pay, though ar firſt ir may require @ more 
liberal affiſtance for the raiſing of the Stocks; and 
Every way "more; beneficial and advantageous: for 
the Poor ; Firſt, Becauſe they will hereby be educated 
andinured to a wap of Civility and Induſtry. 4: They 
will gain a Trade, which will go along with then 
as the conſtant ſapport of their lives. 3. The Wak 
ges that they will gain'will- be a gteater-/and 'bet- 
ter- ſupport- than hey can have -by ay Contri- 
butions that are ableto be afſefſed for themor they 
may be able to $aiti, Two, Three, Four, Five! and 
Six ſhillings a, Week, for every Perſon able to wotk; 
which is five times more'than their weekly or -yeatly 
Contributions'do or can amount unto, without -Ex+ 
hauſting more than the Revenues of the 
wherein theſe Poor are Ry places : and this ſhial 
be'demonſtrated rothe Eye of any that will:conhider 
this inſtance, which-Thave ExaRtiyttyed,and Examin« 
cd, and found t6 be true. aig x5) 
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The ordinaty Pitxeſs-and time, and _—__ mas 
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king'a common courſe medly Cloth of our G 
Wool at this day is; by ny. 
1. Jn every ſach Cloath of abourJz yards lbn | 
is Ninery Pounds6f Wool,which will colt atthisdayat: 
12d. per pound 41-105. viz. ordinary in a grayCloarhs: 
jo of Abb | OT nd guy 
. —m——— —-— 4 10 
A mn 

2. The Charge of making thisCloath: /. +1; 5h 
B3 1 Patt- 


Tap" 
1 Pay ng and Picking— —ir umn Oe 3 
-0 16 


4 Breaking and Go the Abb, at = f 
4 Brokings VE the Warpar » <7 5-18 


3 Me a an 2 
caving, Spooling an arping, — 1 I 
: Milling and 3 Beal: . ——_ I'2 
8 |, => 0 hs ——T77 9 18 
9 tt 0 1 
10, 10 Canttn and, Faſtuage — oO 7 
whg KE COINES Tom | 
* OQutovf which. Fs 8; cle the 7 MUD of: Fd 
Cards and Oy], vis. 51. 105. 
'T heap! Roman entirely for the Expence of Work, 
ahoung co 6 
Ir Metwc,, of ws 5 dag this Cloath yiclds not above 
12.1. 1@ be fold; whish is,only 5; s. profit, but when 


Picker may-yield-13 1. or. more, - 
34 The Pcoplethis are imployed in Þringin 

thilaath to be wo ar me ng apo 

veirsandSpoolers, tyg L 2 One Hl: 
ler and Burler, one | .ONC Jery to ns 
Lks Woryeis | yahepiiceat 

_ ring above ch oh in Wage: 

—_ hn ths 


being continued in a c 


rath the Clout wht be abpur in three weeks 
all the txher- SOT I at, ork, 2nd fr 
ce jorche prebe MWaxyes i in > Wt that he is wens 
Fiogrhe ec 


1 Clem tine Loc ply 


and thee Weds Mney ad ola ne 
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ether yaro Claw ready ial ad mg 


reen returns every Year after! £4 
6. Conſequently that which this yields Grebme 
Wages to thee 14 poor Workrmen fore fartt, yoaris 


Eighty ſeven Pon teren Shillivigh, anddor the tollow> 
ing Years is Ninety ſeven pounds; and-by'4his Cont: 
putation ir is catic to ſee wharevery. Wark-ean 'can 
gain a Week being fully imployed. »;: 7. 

7. About one hundred Pounds ftdck will for ever 
keep this Looms work going, and maintain thele four- 
teen Workmen, and conſequently 'a Stotk. of- four 
hundred Pounds will kcep on foor forr Looms work, 
and keep on: Work 56 Perfons, and be able to abide 
the ordinary delays ot fale incident rothe Markers.” - 

8. Bur if i could be {uppoſed that the Cloath could 
be fold as ſoon as'made { which is not I copies reaions 
ably-to be expetted.) rhen a-ſtock of four:andrwen- 
ty ror would by .its'continual — 
_ and be the Workmen for one s work 

ity : Bur becauſe the -rewurns byfale cannot 
ons peedy asthe work is done,the-Stock nit beneat 
1091. to abide the delay of a Mont, ewd; three, fouir 
or more, in point of {ale{ and likewiſe to buy V _ 
ſeafonably for Work. And b 
although one hundred 'pounds Ayer Zoot 
yields bur an inconſiderable advantage:to the Maſter, | 
at five pie r Cloarh, Ire = four: pg the 
year, yer {ds a confidera vantage rothe poor - 
w#z. near one hundred jonas 
and nently a Stock-of- four tn hundred” Pen 


yields near bore hundred pounds per amzmume- 
fifry {1x poor Poole ps om 
on work wich this offour handced 


not live better, if chePariſhwere at the-yearly pet fron 
wigs hungred Pounds per mma to relieve them; 


per annum; . 
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without ſome {upply cither by Wages or. Contri- 

ution, thoſe:56 poor People being deſtitute of Wages 

ot Cantriborions to this value or near it; muſt live by 
ſtealing, or begging, or ſtarve. 

And let iz-be alſo conſidered, that this Stock thus 
raiſed and ſet going, maintains it ſelf by a perpetual 
Circulation and V icifltude, without any conſiderable 
help by any farther Supply, and yet perpetually coMm- 
tervails a Contribution of near tour hundred Pounds 
per ann. for the relict of theſe fifty fix poor Perſons. 
© + By all which ie will appear, that the advantage of 

a Stock imployed, and once {er on foot, doth counter- 
yail a great Contribution, and indeed, greater than 
can beraiſed and yearly continued by molt places, and 
will ar laft ir-time render thoſe yearly couftant 'Con- 
tributions lower and leſs ncedful. v 
* 9. Bur yet farther, by this means there will be a rea- 
gave (et ro Wages of Workmen: It is notun- 
known howthatſome covetous Maſters'in hard times, if 
they are well ſtocked and of Abilities, will ſet on work 
many Poor, but they muſt take ſuch Wages as they 
aronotable toliveupon, and toat alſo many rimes paid 
in Corn, Wool,Cheeſe,and other things, at rates high 
enough :and-indeed.if they will work upon theſe terms 
they may, bur if nor, they rurn them-off, .or not im- 
ploy them, and thereupon thepoor Warkmen nat be- 
10g ablc to live without Work,and having no'place to 
reſort for any, are under a necefiny of working to them 
at inconliderable Rates. And ſuch Maſters make great- 
er advantage by this means when Trade is low than 
Shen itisopen® but by this means there would be a re- 
 fupe forthe Poor tobe imployed at reaſonable Wages 
. "andthe xcaſon is cyident, becauſe this beirig butan Ex: 


; _— 


nor indced fo well, conſidering they are by this means 
kept in a way of Imploymentand honeſt Induſtry; and 


FI or the Poor. #9 , 
Pedient, not ſo mnch for gain- to the Maſter,as for im 
ployment for the Poor, as long as the Stock mak 
good ir ſelf, or be managed without conſiderable 
it attains its End, and therefore may gave competent 
| Wages. But on the other hand the 'T rading-Maſter 
looks for his-Profit, and-it his Stock turns not to him 
for Gain, he gives over, or reduceth the Work-man to 
inconfiderable Wages, that his own Gain may be. ty 
pteater. Ard alchough it may be there be ſome 
minded and charitable Maſters that will be content 
for ſome time to imploy their Seack though withour 
Gain, yet they are but rare to be found, and ſuch as 
commonly hold not out long unleſs they find Profir, 
though perchance they ſuffer no lols. * | 

Theſe be ſome of thoſe Conſiderations that ſhew the 
uſefulneſs of this Expedient : I ſhall now conſider ſome 
of the Qbje#ions that may be mace agen It. 

1 06j. It is a great Buſineſs to raiſe for the purpoſe 
four Years Pay at once to make up + ok. 
yearly Contributions are more cafe. = 

I anſwer, Ir is true, and yet the advantage even to 
the Objectors themlelyes is even to their Senſe appa- | 
rently. great : If a man had a Rent of Inherirance ulu- 
ing out of his Land, hewould not think much ofgiving 
ſixteen years purchaſe ta buy itin: And the charge that 
goes our for the Poor, as it is as much and as certain a 
Charge asa Rent, ſoit iscvident to us that it hath in- 
creaſed yearly, and of neceſiity, the longer things are 
continued in this careleſs way, it muſt increaſe in an ex- 
cellive Proportion, and to give four Years Purchaſe to 
abatc it, or.if it were but to keep it at a ſtay, were good 
husbandry. 2. Beſides this, let a gnan « what 0- 
ther- do accrue by the want of a due Woviſion of 

) Work, and an induſtrious Education for the Poor, .in 
thicving and ſtealing, and ſending ſuch MalcfaQtorsto 
Goals. at the charges of the Pariſh, in nr 

m 


=_” Proviſion 


them at Aﬀrzand per Sryhons p and | 
eb aey: lling of and treſpaſles to 

ras thereby, in Alms giving at the door ; theſe 
wonld be, if not altogether prevented, yer, in a great 
mcature they would, when that moſt unchriſtian and 
indectd inhumanc way of Living among moſt ordina- 
ry mdigent People is remedied by convenient Imploy- 
ne ge 
- 2 0%z. But there are a fort of idle People that will 


« F Anſwer 
tainiforce Idle Perſons to work; which would prevent 


on reaſonable terms, no man would give; the Laws 
againſt Wanderers th 


on work, where it may be there are two or three 
' Tan{w It would be a great help to the Poor in a 


_- 
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ime of {carciry of work, alchough it ſhonld he fill i 
4 ane of ene of Wark: The frpply of Work, lr + 
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for the Odor. vi 
month, ot two, or three, in a Year,” whe FRA 
for advantage give over, ALE 


and yiclds a a conſiderable ly. py, 
apr oponpary oy otra 1 


| and Improvement, being imploed as priv ies 


Stocks are, be, which would in ic, or at leaſt 
K+o beat ſome lols in times of Trade 4h vie 
once ſuch a Stock were going, it would not or 


creaſe by it (elf, but it have tina) ao 
by ppc we wv ge would _ ends 
pred, an unployed as are 
ahd li ly Penſions, which confume'and 
COmMC to nothing 4 but arc ſwallowed up in the preſent, 
Neceſſity of the Poor, and leave but finall figns&f ad> 
vantage behind: them: whereas the following of thie 
method now propounded will ac leaſt leave the perſons 
wo wham it is applyed;. the advantage of ati fnUuſtri- 
ous Education an Profeſhon, which wilt abide by 


4 Ohj But mien that are concerned for their"own 
benefit in the proſecution of their Trade;as for iti 

of Gloathibg, and: confequently more carcfidl 1 
Perſons imployed-for others, yet 7 ob lofe by theit tth- 
ding, and many times impair their Kocks; and thewe- 
fore this, that cannot be expected wo be neither fo'in- 
duafſtrioully nor {ucceſgully managed, may be inthe 
fame Gondition. 

Later, 1. ingeneral. In this way there muſt needs 
be ce of thel Events: 

- ny bu ge Schr an rh 
prove: pipe —_—_ 
emi 5 iter kb, an he bearing o 
2Future los. Andi know ——— bur they this 
Mavagetnene there tnay. be fornerimes at leaſt of ad- 
yanrage well ain puiyace uacting-” The Tinads ave 


not 


always at a ſtand in Trade, but ſometimes, and 
ordinarily there is ſome gains in it, thou 
as at er clara thee tie _ 
make amends for the bad. 
2- Or elſe, though chere be no gain, there will be no 
loſs, bur it ſtands ar a ſtay, and if it doth fo this deſign 


: 


Frouins os End, which is the imploymentof the Poor. 


h it yields not the Maſter or Trader any gain, 
yer it yields the Poor a ſubſiſtence in their Wages 
and Work. Iris true a private Tradeſman looks togain 
{o much as may at caſt maintain himſelf and his Fa- 
mily.. And if he doth not he givesover his Trading 
as notanſwering his end; and it may be in ſome caſes 
"eaſonable to- do ſo: But though here be little or no 
gain, yet the end 1s attained, becauſe the Poor are im- 

and paid though the Stock increaſe not. 

3- Orelſe there is Loſs: To this 1 ſay ; 1: If there 
be Loſs, yet it is but gradual, not altogether. Suppoſe 
be rwenty, rhirty, or forty pounds in a Year, in 
a Stock of tour hundred Pounds, and by that account, 
yet this Stock willnorbe wholly exhauſted in five or 
fex' Years ; and ifit ſhould be fo, yet the Loſs to the 
Pariſh would not be more than it would be if its old 
courſe of contribution at the height thar it would haye 
during the ſpending of chat Stock which is thereby, 
as is obſerved, in a great meaſure remedied : 
2. Theſe decays may poſſibly be repaired by charicable 
 GifrsandBequeſts. 3. Bur if it were nor, yet ſuch gra- 
dual decays may be ſupplyed by the Pariſhes with the 
ſame'Eaſe that their contribution would have been 
all things conſidered, and poſſibly better times of 
Trade may happen at leaſt orice in two or three Yeats 
which may repair the Joſs, or at leaſt keep the Stock ac 
is full gage with {mall helps : 4. Burk the worlk, 
andthat in the Compals of three or. four Years' the 


whole- 


. cg ” 
r "y 


— 
""IY p_oOY a——QQ - Q XX co a xXx ca ths tonnes gf”. tot PIRy I "TY 


OILS... —— AL 
tart acyanagerteCounry wouhaveby acout 


loſs of a v in 
zl ck 


Trade of I m_u_ Rog | 
| © 2 | 
y 


which may preyent a total interruption ofan 
ous Education, and may give ſome intervals of relax- 
ation of the imployment of the common Rocks at 
leaſt in that fulneſs as formerly cill ic be recruiced by 
new ſupplies. 6. But yet farther, the Method ofthe 
nopolet Imployment, though ir be principally: boe- 
tomed upon the trade of Woollen Cloathing,yeriewill 
have other ſupplies, as is propounded, as making of 
Kerſeys, Baize, Knitting of Stockings, dreſſing and 
ordering of Hempand Flax.and ſpinning andWeaving 
i. And though there were no other but the Woollen 
ManufaQture,yert if it ſhould pleaſe our Superiours to irs 
tcrdift the wearing of forcin ManufaQtures, our. own 
conſumption at home and the neceffity that they have 
) in forein Parts of our Woollen.ManufaQtures, would 
double the Trade of Woollen ManufaQures. © = 
" Ss 5 - ; 


Proviſion" 
$5. 065j. The por have Work alrcady if will 
work, and the: farting up ſuch undo Tel wi 
but make Warkmen the more independent, and de- 
cline tbe Imployment of private Traders, which will 
tend to the decay of T radc. | 
I Anſwer 1, It is mue, when Trading is quick 
bly they may have Work enough,bur upon any 
i.'Tade they are oftentimes turned off unleſs 
will wotk at extrcam low W ages,and ill paid. 2. When 
work is fo plentequs at private handsthere may be an 
iatermiſſion or relaxation of the Imployment of the 
common Stock i Eſpecially if- they can have beter 


to be {1 tal of the deleQts' of work ar others 

hands, and it ſufficicccly attains irs End if it may 

be a-refnge at the rime of need for thoſe that would 

work and cannot get it, and an Expedient to force 
to work that can and will nor. 

G Objeftion. Poor that do their work well, and 
arg honeſt and induſtrious, cannot want work when 
any 1s to be had in the Country, and thoſe that arc 
not;mployed arc either ſuch as will not-work, or can- 
nattell how towork.or will teal or putloin their work : 
Theſe will undoe the Work-houſe. 

I anſwer 1. Sometimes there are,when the honeſteſt 
Workmen cannot get Work, and this will be a re- 
fervefor them. 2. Bur as for others, hete will be an Ex- 
pedient ro teach them to-work that cannot, and to 

| chem to Work that can, and to punifh them 
that are diſhoneſt in their Work. T nd if there 
Weremno puniſhment, yet when a Work-Houſe and 
Stack is once ſettled, rhat would be ſufficient to make 
thera Work : For. when every man were once ſine 
that they that would honeſtly work might have it, 
and reaſonable Wages, every Wandezer and Bogger 
** . ' W 
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would beeſteemed fuch a Perſon as will-nat Or 
will be diſhoneſt in,it, and not fit zo-be xelicvad,/ 
the Laws.to be ſeverely put in Execution againſt 
7-04j.,Bur where ſhall we have men that will under- 
take the imployment, and be faithful and _ in itz 
I anſwer, 1. There be many poor and honelt men, 
who-for.a {mall Salary and a Room or two co:work 
and lodge in the Work-Houſc; would be fir 
to undertake the Imp) of a Maſter, and 
would have no great Truſt upon him, for the 
would be lodged in the hands of: the Overſecrs, an 
they to deliver it out, and weekly or. 
Accounts : which Overſeers may be ſubſtantial men 
and at nogreattrouble, and cligible eicher by the Ju- 
{tices of it Oe mm ne; Fr or once in three 
ould be no than the 


\ years, and their trouble w 


\ trouble of Overſeersof che Poor, or Church-Wardens 


\in any Pariſh. 


/ And thus I haye haſtily and curſorily gone through 


/ 


the _—_ Reaſons, and ObjeCtions of this! 
fal, which Tam ſure, if it can be brought to a 
Accompliſhment, is, 

i. A Work of great Humanity, and ſuch as we- 
owe to thoſe of our own Nature, as we are men. The 
wiſe God did tell his ancient people, that the Poor 
ſhould be always among them ; which was, 1. Tocx- 
erciſe their Liberality and Charity in ſupplying the 
Wants of ſome by the Abundance of others. And 2. 
To exercile their Diſcretion and Induſtry to think of 
and ſer on foot ſuch means as might put them in a 
courſe of honeſt Imployment, and encourage them in 
it: they that are rich arc Stewards of their Wealth, 
and they that are wiſe are Stewards of their Wiſdom 
unto that great Maſter of the Family of Heaven and 
Earth, to whom they muſt give an account of hy 


| : 


and one, lam hotel Accu can F 
hp PL angioe 
pos prov Sebremitrons the wok 
Brother's Keeper, was the Anſwer of one of the 


of men 
2 2 AV Work that as well becomes a Chriſtian as ay, 
/ recommending Charity asone of the prin- 
Vermes. ASA indeed; the ill provifion 
& Che Poor in England, is one of rhe the greateſt Re- 
to us in relation to'our Chriſtian Profelſion. 
a3: A Work for a good Eng/ih man. The want of a 
Proviſion for Education and Rehef of the Poor 
in'a way of cheery ot wr is that which filk the Goaks with 
: === and fills the Kingdom with idle and un- 
profitable Perſons, chat conſumethe Stock of the King- 
[tome « vn improving it, and that will daily increaſe 
evento a Deſolation in time: And this Error in the 
firſt ConcoCtion is never remediable but by Gibbets 
and Whipping. Butthere muſtbe a ſound, prudenc 
and reſolved Method for an induſtrious Education of 
the Poor, and that will give better Remedy apainſt 
theſe Corruptions than the afcer gain of Penalticscan. 
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Sir rv Hare, K, 
Sometillte Lord Chief Juſtice of 


ENGLA I 


TO HIS 


CHILDREN: 
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BL 
LE 


os 


_— 


4 


How to behave themſelyes 
in their SPEECH. 
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Sir MaTTHEW Hs Kay z 


TO HIS FB 
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Children , 344 .Y 


Thank God I came well t6 F 
this S«turday about Five of the Cl. 
and becauſe I have ſome kifure time 
my Inn, I could not ſpend that time 
more to oy as panes for. and your- : 
benefit, t my Letter to give 
good Counſel: "The Subjeft ed and pry 3 
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OY I ſhall adyile you frſ Gow 
tb-E@nrertain the Speeches of others, 

. an to the divers varicties thereof : 

_—_ how ow 6: are tomanage and. oe 
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| þ ne; the former , obſerve 

- _— theſe dircQtions: 1. "Obſerve and mark as 
Well as you may » ' what; is the 'temper 
—” and diſpoſition of thoſe perſons , Whoſe 


OS Speathe: yew hear,, Fpatigr ther be grave, 


wile, diſcreet. perſons, if they 
be ſuch , their Speeches commonly are like 
nſelves, and well deſerve your Attention 

*-- and Obſervation.) :But. if they be light, im- 
+, | pertinent, vain, paſſionate perſons, their 
2 Speech is for the moſt part according', and 
_- - th beſt adyantage that. you will gain by 
eir Speech 15. but. rhereby to learn their 

* 5 to diſcern their failings, and to 

"MF - your ſelves the. more. cautious both-in 
-  * yourconverſation.with them ,' aid in your., 
I wn "Spe " deportmeat., for ia- the 
unlecmlineſs of .-their Specch- you , may, 
NE diſcern. and avoid the. like 1a your ; 
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weight; relate-ftrange:. be? not:roy 
Teady: or eafie t0;believe joe 7p 6 
them after him And yet: (unlets tie de' ung 
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pf your familiar intance)be nor 
ward ro Coma anaogs «4h 


opinion of what is} c no 
deſtlyand gently,nottoo blunthpor courlely 


by-this ROuy on'the-on Thall 
__ "A | toa:mnth 'tredulieyty => 
onthe, other KJ woe ſhall avoid 'quarrets © © 
and _ freak v4 wal F a_ b7-. 
- 3;-It any man: anything tot —— 
nir—s of reproach of one Nat is abſent, > 
be not too ready to believe it, only obſerve” - © 
and remember'it;” for it may-be its hotter 7 
or.it is not all true, or ſome other circus. * 3 
ſtances were mingled with it, which-maghe $f 
give the buſinels reported a: juſtification, or 
at leaſt an allay, an extenuation or-a: reaſo- 
nable excuſe: In moſt aftions;uifithat which 
is bad alone, 'or ſeems to be ſopbe reported; - 


ſtances that accompany-it, aby aFtion may» 3 
eafily miſrepteſerited ; be-not 00' haſty there \ 
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4. Vf any /perſon report unto you ſame 
.Jnj don'to yer by anether , cither in 
; or .deeds,, do not be over haſty in 
Seoring it, _ Dy with the 
; 7 accuſed; far: poſſible it may be 

eor miſtaken , I ES oe. 
willit be, when your credulity pallion, 
Jhall.petehiance .carry you upon a fu rom 


. anjury to do. wrong to him that 


you none ; or at leaſt, when the bottom and 
eruth of the accuſation is known , you will 
beaſham'd gf your paſſion ; believe not a re+ 
port *rill the party accuſed be heard; and 
if the report be true, yet be not tranſported 
either with paſſion, haſty anger or revenge, 
for-that will be your own torment and pers 
_— : Eyer whena perſon is tr ava ar 
reported to have: injur'd you , before yau 
give your ſelf leave to be angry, think with 
your ſef , why ſhould I be angry before I 
2m certain it is true ? Orif1t be true, how can 
I tell how much 1 ſhould be angry *cill I 
linow the whole matter ? Though it may be 
he hath done me wrong, yet bly at 1s 
not fo much as it is-repreſented , or it was 
done by miſtake, pr it may be he is ſorry 
farit : I willnot be angry 'cll I know there 
be cauſe, and if there becauſe, yet I will not 
be angry *till I know the whote cauſe, -for 
Full rhen, Cif I muſt be angry at all) yet 


{hae oe hey mach 10 angry hp 
or 1s | 


be it is not worth my anger , 
po en rn, 
eep your Ming and Carriage upon QC» 
calions in adue temper Ae ale ; 20d will 
diſappoint malicious or officious Taleheas 
gFers. _— RT 
5. If a man whoſe integrizy you do not 
very well know, makes you great and ex« 
traordinary profeſſions and promiſes, give 
him as kind thanks as may be, but give not 
erg Credit to it: Caſt about with your 

If what may be the reaſon of this wonder. 
ful kindneſs, it is twenty tg. one but you will 
find ſomething that he aims at, beſides kind- 
neſs to you ; It may be he hath ſomething 
to beg or buy of you, or to ſell to you, or 
ſome ſuch bargain that ſpeaks out at Jaſt 
his own advantage, and not yours : i 
he ſerve his turn upon you, or if he be diſs 
appointed, his kindneſs will grow cool. 

6. If a man flatter and commend you to 
your face, or to one that he thinks will tell 
you of it; it.isa thouſand to one, eicher he 
hath deceived and abuſed you ſome way, or 
means to do ſo: Remember the Fable of the 
Fox, commending the ſingiag of the Crow, 
when ſhe had ſomewhat 1n her mouth that 
the Fox liked, | 
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#8 Sir Matthew Hale's Letter 
7. If a perſon be Cholerick, Paſfionate, and 
give you 1ll Language, remember, 1, Rather 
ro'pity him, 'than to be moy*d into anger 
ri paſſion with him, for moſt certainly that 
man is ina diſtemper and diſorder, obſerve 
him Calmly and you ſhall ſee in him ſo much 
perturbation and diſturbance, that you will 
_ believe he is not a pattern to be-imi- 
fated by you, and therefore return not 
Choler, nor Anger, for angry words ; for 
= do but pur your ſelf into a kind of frenzy, 

ecauſe you ſee him ſo : 2, Be ſure = re- 
furn not railing reproaching, or reviling for 
reviling , for it doth but kindle more hear, 
and you will find ſilence, or at leaſt very 
gentle words, the moſt Exquiſite ' Re» 
venge of Reproaches that can be, for either 
it will cure the diſtemper in the other, and 
make him ſce and be ſorry for his paſſion, 
or it will torment him with more perturba- 
tion and diſturbance. But howſoever it 
Feeps your innocence, gives you a deſerved 
reputation of Wiſdom and Moderation, and 
keeps up the Serenity and Compoſure of your 
Mmd: Whereas paſſion and anger do make 
a man unfit. for any thing that becomes him 
as @ Man, 'or as I-Chriſtran, 
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to bis Children concerning Speech. <5 
: $. Some men are excellent in knowledg! 
of Husbandry , ſome. of Planting, ſome of 
Gardening, ſome in the Mathematicks, ſome 
in one kind , ſome in another : In all your 
Converſation,lcara as near as you can where- 
in the skill and excellence of any perſon lies, 
and put him-upon talk. of that Subjett, and 
obſerve it,and keep it in Memory or Writing; 
by this means you will glean up the wo 
and excellence of every perſon you: meet 
with, and at an eafie rate put together 
that which may be for your uſe upon all oc- 
caſions. 
{ 9. Converſe not with a lyer or a ſwearer, 
or a man of obſcene or wanton Language; 
for either he will corrupt you, or at leaſt it 
will hazard your Reputation to be one of 
the like making : . And if it doth neither, "= 
it will ill your memory with ſuch diſcourſes, 
that will be troubleſom to.you in aftertime, 
and the returns of the remembrance of the 
paſſages which you long fince heard of this 
nature will haunt- you when your thoughts 
ſhould be better imployed, 
- IT. Now as concerning your own' Speech , 
and how you are to manage it ; ſomething 
may be Collected out of what goes before, +. 
but I ſhall add ſome things elle. 


xr.. Let 


| $ 5 8 Matthew Hale's Letter 


'x. Let your Speech be true, never {prak 
any thing for a truth , which you know or 
deve to be falſe: Ir is a great. ſin againſt 
God, that gave you a Tongue ta ſpeak your 
mind, not to {peak a lye : It js a great 
offence againſt humanity it ſelf, for where 
there is no truth, there can be no ſafe ſociety 
between man and man : And it is an injury 
to the ſpeaker , for beſides the baſe diſrepu- 
$ tation:1t.caſts upon him, it doth in time 
=... bringa manto that baſeneſs of mind , that 
U he can ſcarce tell how to tell truth or to avoid 
lying, even when he hath no colour of ne» 
ceſhity for it ; arid in time he comes to ſuch 
a'pals, that as another man cannot believe 
he tells a truth, ſo he himſelf ſearce knows 
when he'tells a lye : And obſerve it, a lye 
ever- returns with diſcovery and ſhame at 
the laſt, 

2. As you muſt be careful not to lye , ſo 

ou_muſt avoid _—_ it Fr a 

pot: Equivecate , you not ' that 

TpkEaui which you have purilgy bearday 

or relation , you muſt not ſpeak that as up- 

on knowledge, which you have but by con» 
jeQure or opinion only. 

3. Let your words be few , eſpecially 
when your betters, or ſtrangers, or men of 
more experience, or underſtanding, are in 
plat ,: tor you do your ſelf at once two 

great 
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gre matic I. +1; Ya tea ad Sire 


your of _ parragly be Brgy ou 
might otherwiſe havo ta gain =_ 


Wildom, and Experience, by fo 
that you "ſilence by your unpertinens-talk- 
your bulinels ; when —_ 

dering ang pondering Our _ 


how to expreſs them Tone thongs $008 to 
the purpoſe , you are firiviog to keep yaur / 
Tongue going, and to (ilence an opponent , 
nat with reaſon, but with noiſe. 
eb Be careful not to interrupt another in 
him the better, aod be able ro give bun the 
better anſwer, it may be if you will give 
bim leave he will ay ſomewhat more | 
you have yer heard, 4h well underſtood. 'or 
that which you did not expet. 

6. Allways before you ſpeak , elpecially 
where the buſineſs is of momeat , c 
before hand; weigh the {ence of your mind 
TRY intend. to utter, think upon the 

$ you intend to uſe, that they be. 

(nibcany pertigent, and unoffenlive 3 aad 


whereas it 4s the ordinary courile of incons 
{iderats 


ing, 
4. Be not ores qurngh lod, or vi 
, for it is un freml; , ET 


wd calkin make hs "me 


In, 


= 


him out, you will-andertinnsd Mo 


"to ſpeak their-words} all 
| -of tiot'to think till they ſpeak, . 

eHibk firſt 'and ſpeak after, if it be in an) 
matter of moment or ſeriouſneſs. Sh 
© 27; Bewilling to ſpeak well of the abſent, 
HMyou'do not know they deſerve'ill: By this 
means you ſhall make your ſelf many friends, 
andfometimes an undeferved commendation 
15:Hot Toft to the Party to whom it-is'given, 
I have known Tome men that'have met with 
ar rnedp] mee out of _— 
of being worſe than they have been-reported, 
ſecretly to take op praftiſes anfiberable to 
their Commendation,. and fo to make them- 
{elves as'good as they are reported, 

8, Belure yougive not an ill report to any 
_ that you are not ſure deſerves-it: And in 

moft- Caſes though a man deſerves ill, yet 
you ſhould be ſparing to report him ſo; in 
fome Cafes indeed you are bound, in Ho- 
neſty and Juſtice, to give that acconnt con- 
cetning the demerit or default of a-per- 
ſon that he deſerves; as namely, when 
you are called to give Teſtimony for -the 
ending ' of a Controverſie , or when' the' 
Concealing of it may harden andEncourage 
a perlon in an evil way, or bring another 
into danger ; in ſuchCaſes the very duty of 
Charity Finds you to ſpeak your knowle oe, 
nay your probable fear, or ſuſpition of ſuch a' 

$212 " perſon 


to the | rejudice 

If you knows 

it-as you have opportun ou. 
any evil, ſpeak it, Fri; ident] 
done for the good of him, and the fatery of * 
others; otherwiſe: rather: chuſe to.fay.. 
thing, "than to lay any thiog repr 
malicioully z. or officiouſly., to his: prejus 
dice, 50H 54 


9. Avoid Swear) in your or 
munication , Sed to it 

Gaths, a: 7 
rotelaons 
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te, and not. only the 
but the leſſer ;- and not 7 als 
precations ,. earne!t and dee 
—_ have the Pr Oat 8.3 
men.to. a ſolemn Oat 
Mag fare oY have the Precept Bo 
Se wrt it otherwile, 

. 0, Avoid ſcoffing, and bitter, and : E-< 
ing jeering , and je ng, eſpecially at your; * 
friends” ak credit, deformity os. na». 
tural defefts.of any perſon, for thefs Ln 
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42 Sir Matthew Hale'; Letter | 
| _— #nd are a moſt a 
ines; for were you ſo uſed, 7d wor 


rake it inwardly a amiſs, ang racy times 
ſach 'arr inj _ a man dear, when he 
little thinks c 
21. Be V - exrelhl, that you give no 
{, bitrer, menacing or ſpightful 
words to an perſon , nay not to Servants, 
of other perſons of an inferiour Condition, 
and chat upon theſe conſiderations : 1. There 
is not the meaneſt perſon but you may ftand 
in ned of him in one kind, or at ſometime 
of another , good words make friends , bad 
words make enemies , it 15 the beſt rudence 
m the World to make as many friends as 
honeſtly you: can , eſpecially when it may 
be done at ſo caſie rate as 2 good word, and 
it is the greateſt folly that can be to make 
an cnem Ny il w wm & which do not at all 
any good to the uy chat uſeth them: 
words provoke 1| [ words again, and 
commonly ſuch ill words as are gained by 
vocation, eſpecially of an inferiour, 
rote er, and wound deeper, than fuch 
as come Hg + Gr Language , 
from, 2 equal : re faults are Gor 
_ bo one aby and by a ſaperiour maſt. 
7 he let it be done without re- 
— ag es, Or bitterneſs , otherwiſe it foſeth 
bs due end and uk, andinftead of re 


to bis Children concerning Speeth, vx 
the offence, exaſperates the offender.; and 
makes him worſe, and gives him the Cudgel 
to ſtrike. again , becauſe it diſcovers. ypur 
own weakneſs when you are young 
another , and lays you juſtly open. to 
reproof, and es your own but 
and diſeſteemed : I preſs this the rather, 
becauſe molt ordinarily ill Language is the 
folly of Children, and of weak and paſſionate 

le. | 
= If there be occaſion for you to ſpealt 
in any Company, always be careful if y 
{peak at all, to ſpeak lateſt , eſpecially-if 
| ke are in Company, for by this means 
you will have the advantage of knowing 
the ſence, judgment, temper, and relations 
of others, whuch may be a grear light and 
help to you in ordering oy Speech , and 
you will better know the Inclination'- of 
the Company, and ſpeak with more advan-= 
tage and acceptation, and with more ſecurity 
againſt giving offence. | 
13. Becareful that you commend not your 
felves, it is the moſt unuſetful and ungrateful 
thing that can be: You ſhould avoid Flatrery 
from others, but eſpecially decline Flattering 
ſelves, it is a fign-your Reputation is 
{mall and ſinking, if your own Tongues muſt 
be your tlatterers, or Commenders, and at 
isa fulſom and unpleaſing thing for othersta |. 
hear it. © | 14. Abs 
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14 Sir Matthew Hale's Letter + 

24.\ Abhor all foul, unclean and obſcene 
, It is a fign that the heart is Cor- 

xupt ,. and ſuch-kind of Speeches will make 

1t worſe, it will Taint and: Corrupt your 

Elves avd thoſe that hear it, and brings 

diſreputation to thoſe that uſe it. 2 

15. Never uſe any prophane Speeches, 
nor make jeſts of Scripture-expreſſions; when 
you uſe the names of God or of Chriſt, or 
any paſſages or words of the holy Scripture 
4 them with reverence and ſeriouſneſs, and 
not lightly, vainly or ſcurriloully, for it isa 
taking of the name of God in vain. 

16, If you hear of any unſeeraly Expre 7 
ſions uſcd in Religious Exerciſes, you muſt F 
be careful to forget and not to publiſh them, F | 
or if you at all mention them, let it be with ? 
pity and f{orrow , not. with derifion: or re« 
proach, 17947 
- 17. Do not upbraid any, or deride any 
man for a pious, ſtriat, or religious Con- 
verſation ; " if he be (incere, you diſhonour 
God and injure him: If he be an-Hypocrite, 

Et it.is more than you know, or if you know! 
umn-to be ſuch, yet his external piety and 
ftriAneſs is not = m_ = = _ 
tion-and Hypocriſie, and though his Hypo- 
crilic be to ras wy his ——_ er Ln 
Religion is to be Commended , not De- 


rided.. | | | : $4 
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. 18. Haveas little converſation as is poſſi- 
ble with unate He ob+ 
ſtinately peryerted-4n' matters of 'Relig1o 


as Papiſts, 
mians, Enthuſiaſts;and the like: But eſpecially 
converſe not. with them in matters of Reli- 
gion ; - for inſtead 'of | Converting them by 
our per{waſions to the truth, you ſhall but 
den them the more, and endanger your 
ſelf : They ate to be dealt with all in theſe 
matters; only by perſons of great Abilities : 
For a Perverted, Corrupted mind, Obſtinate 
Spirit; carries 1n it a Contagion, as infeCtious 


and much more —_— than the- Plague ' 


inthe Body, where their opinions meet with 
a young and weak opponent. 

And thus, Children, asthe tinte and my 
remembrance would give me leave, I have 
ſet down ſome Obſervations concerning this 
SubjeQ, for your direQtion and practife, what 
is wanting you may abundantly ſupply by 
reading the wiſe Councel: of Solomon, in his 
Book of Proverbs : Read theſe my direQtions 
often, think of them ſeriouſly, and praQtiſe 
them diligently, though they ſeem bnt dry 
and ordinary things, yet you will find them 
uſeful in your Converſation, which will be 
every day more evident unto you, as your 
—_ underſtanding and experience in- 
creaſe. 
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Quakers, Anabapriſts, Antino- 


\ , 


436 .* Sir Mitthew. Hale's Letter: 


I have bur little.more to writeat:chis cam 
but ta-waſh and Cotamand: aptddoniadct 
my former Councels; that have often given 
you; - begin and end the day with private 
'rayers to God gapon-your-Knees., Read the 
Scriptures, often and: {erioully,: be attentive 
to the pfiblic Worſhip of God in the Church: 
Keep your ſelves {tilb:in ſome good unploy- 
ment, for idlenefs is the Devils _—_—_ nity, 
and the nurſety of vain and ſinful rhoughts, 
which Corrupt the-mind, and- diforder the 
Life, Let the Girls take care of ſuch buſineſs 
of my Family, as: 1s proper for: them, and 
their Recreations maybe wallangabroad m 
the helds in Fair or Froſty mornings; ſome 
work with their Needle, Reading ot Hiſtory: 
or Herbads, detting of: Flowers -or 1 Herbs , 
praQtiling their Muſick ; andAuch -1dnocenc 
and- harmleſs exerciſes : - Let the:Bbys be-di.. 
ligent at their Books, and,when they have 
performed their Tasks , I do not deny them: 
{uch Recxeations as may be healthy, ſafe and 
harmleſs. Be you all kind and. loving one 
to another, honouring your Miniſter , not 
birter or harſh to my Servants ,. be reſpeCt- 
ful to all, bear my abſence Patiently, Cheer- 


fully and Faithfully ; do all things as if I 


were- preſent among you and beheld you , 
for you have a greater Father than I am, that 
always and inall places beholds you, and , 

| knows 


knows your hearts and thoughts : Study to 
requite the Love, and Care, and Expence 
of your Father for you, with dutifulneſs, 
obſervance and obedience to him : And ac- 
count it an honour, that God hath given you 
an opportunity in my abſence, by your Care, 
Faithfulneſs and Induſtry, to pay ſome part 
of that'debt, that by the Laws of Nature and 
Gratitude you owe unto me: Be frugal in 
my Family , but let there be no want : Pro» 
vide conveniently for the Poor, that come 
to my door. And Ipray God to fill all your 
hearts with his Grace, Fear and Love; and 
to let you ſee the advantage and comfort of 
ſerving him , and that his bleſſing, and pre- 
ſence, and comfort, and direCtion, and pro- 
vidence, be with you, and over you all. 


I am, 


Your ever Loving Father F 


MartTHew Hare. 
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SMATTHEW HALE, K* 
Sometime Lord Chief Tuſtice of 
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S © N 
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| LONDON, | 
Printed by F. Playford , for W. Shrowsbery, at 
the Sign of the Bible in Duke-lane : 1684; 


" To One of his 


S ONS. 
Son | 
\ Ltrhough by reaſoh of the Conta- | 
gioulneſs of your Diſeaſe, and the 


many dependents I have upon 
me, I thought it not conivement 
to come unto you during your ficknels 
yet I have not been — in my eatneff 
Prayers:to Almighty It 


of you, nor itt 
mn the belt means I could for your reco- 
very: 

A 2 Ic 


2 A Letter from Sir M. Hale, - 

It hath pleaſed God to hear my Prayers 
for-you, and above means and hopes now 
to reſtore you to a Competent degree of 
health, for which I return unto him my 
humble and hearty thanks, and now you 
are, almoſt ready to come abroad again , 
therefore I have thought fit to write this 
little Book to you; for theſe reaſons. * 


x. Becauſe it is not yet ſeaſonable for 
youto.come to me, in reſpect of theſe ſame 
reafons above mentioned , which hitherto 
hve reſtrained my coming to you. 

2. Becauſeat your coming abroad, you 
will be ſubjett to Temptations, by young 
and ingonſiderate Company, which inſtead 
of ſerious Thankfulneſs to God for his mercy 
to you, might perchance perſuade you :to a 
vain, and light jollity: And I thought fit 
fo Tend you theſe Lines to prevent ſuch in- 
conſiderate impreſſions, and to meet you juſt 
at. your coming abroad , to ſeaſon you with 
more wiſe and ſerious principles. 

3. Becauſe you are even how come out 
of a great and ſore Viſitation, and therefore, 
in all probability , in the fitteſt temper to 
receive the impreſſions of a ſerious Epiſtle 
from your Father. 

And I havechoſen to put it into this little 
Yolume , becaufe it is ſomewhat too long 
.* tor 
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for a Letter 3' and' may be better preſerved 
for your future uſe and memory, | 
» God Almighty hath brought you to the 
vety Gatesiof Death , and ſhewed you the 
Terrour, 'and Danger of-it; and after that 
he had-thewi you this SpeRacle of 'your 
own Mortality, he hath marveliouſly reſcued 
and delivered - you from that danger; and 
given you life, even from the dead, ſo that 
you are as@'man new Born into the World,” 
or returned to Life again', which now-you 
ſeem as it were to begin : You have paſſed 
through theſes two great Diſpenſations! of- 
the Divine! Providence , thoſe rwo- great 
Experiments; "that ' God is pleaſed ſome- 
times to uſe towards the Children'of men , 
namely, CorrE&ion and Deliveranice j his 
Rod and his Staffi* And therefore int all-rea»* 
ſonable conjeQure, this isthe moſt ſeaſonas®. 
ble time to give you a LeAure'upon both,” 
and thoſe admonirions which may be; render 
the one , and the other profitable unto'You's! 
And this 1 ſhall endeavour to do in theſe 
following Lines. | 

Firſt, you ſhall not need to fear that T 
intend 'to *mbraid you with' the errors'of 
your Youth , | or to expoſtalate with you 
touching them: For I do affure you, 1-do ' 
from my heart-forgive-you all your follies , 
ang miferriagrn : And I do aſſure my felt, 
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that you have repented of them, and re- 
ſolved againſt them for the tuns.to come , 
rh _= thereupon Gad-almighty hath alſo 

_— what is paſt : And this is a 
urance thereof to me, in that be 
uh Yr wonderfully reſtored you, apdgiven 
you as it were a new Lite, wherein you may. 
abey 2nd ſerve him better than ever you 
yet did :, And therefoge if in this Letter , 
there be any touches concerning former 
vanities, afſure your {elf are got angry 
repetitions , but only nege Cautions 
for your future qrdering of your Life. 
The huligels of thele papery, is principally, 
to. cammend unto you, two general Remem- 


that ariſe trom them, they are all ſeaſona- 
yqur preſens Condition , and will be 

of ſingular uſe and benefit to you, 10 = 
'$ whole enſuing Courſe of your Life. 

* Firſt, I would Ave you as 228 as FXPH liv 
F remember your late Sickoels in all its 
cumftances , and thele plain and TEEN 
inferences, and advices, that arilg from it. 


'Secondly , 1; would have you remember 


and the ſeveral Circumſtances of it, 
thoſe neceſlary duties . that arg. incumbent 
upon YOu, in relazign th Erevato, | 
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It is evident to daily-'experignge , that 
while Aﬀiiions are ypon vs, and hip 
deliverances are freſh,” they commonly Bay 
ſome good «fie ypon ys 5' Byt as the Iran 4s 
na ſooner out of the fize,-þut-is q 
ref4rns $9. 1ts-old coldnefs,, #8d hardneſs ; : 
when-the Afflition or Deliverance is, paſt, 
ws uſually: forget them ; count them: cont 
mon-things ;- attribute them to Meanes and 
lecond Cauſes: And fa the geod that Man- 
kind ſhould gather from then vaniſh, and 
men graw qtzokly to be-bus what they wers 


hejore they:came ; their fek-t 
are orgot's when the licknels is over,'; ;; 
And therethre I ſhall give ygu an acequas 
of your -ficknels, ang- of your recovery 7 
And let them. neyer be faxgotten by you s 
as ofren as-thofe Spots. and Marks mn, pour 
Face are reflefted to your view: fromthe 
Glaſs, as offen as this,paper comes in-yQue 
light, nay.as often as you open your! Eyes 
from ſleep, Which were onee cloſed ,, | 
thely neyer: to open again; fo often-.and 
more often remember your ficknels,and yous. 
recovery , aa& the admonitions thet this 
poo lends you from the Canſideration of 
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Firſt , therefore touching your late ſick- 
neſs , 'I would*have you remember theſe 
-particulars: ' 1.' The Diſeaſe it ſelf, in its 
own nature, is now become ordinarily very 
Mortal, eſpecially to thoſe of- your: Age: 
Look upon'even the laſt years/General Bill 
of Mortality, you will find near Two Thou- 
{and dead of that Diſeaſe'the laſt Year', and 
tad” not God been very merciful- to you, 
you might have'been one of that'number , 
with as -great likelyhood as any of them 
that Dyed of that Diſeaſe :- 2. It was 
Contagious Diſeaſe ; that ſecluded the ac: 
ceſs of your neareſt Relations : 3. Your ſick- 
neſs ſurpriſed you upon a-ſuddain , when 
eg to be in your full ftrength:- 4. 
Your ſickneſs rendred'you Noyſom to you? 
ſelf, and'all' that were about you, anda 
ſpeRacle full of deformity, by the exceſs of 
your Diſeaſe beyond moſt thatare tick there- 
of > '5, Tt was a fierce and violent ficknels , 
it did not only take away? the common 
ſupplies of nature, ' as digeſtion , - ſleep, 
firength ,* but ir took away (your memory , 
your underſtanding;' and the' very ſefice of 
your 6wn Condition,or of whatmight be con- 
acible to your good': / All that you could do 
was only to make your Condition more 
deſperate, in Caſe they that' were about 
you, had not prevented it, and taken = 
| are 
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to One of his Sons. % 
'Care for you , than you did -or could for 
our ſelf : 6. Your (ickneſs was deſperate, 
in ſomuch , that your Symptoms , and the 
violence of your 'diſtemper, were withottt 
Example; and you were in the. very next 
ree to abſolute Rottenneſs , PutrefaQion, 

and Death it ſelf. | 
['., Look upon the foregoing Deſcription, and 
remember that ſuch was your' Condition), 
you'were as ſad -a Picture of Mortality, and 
Corruption, 'as any thing but Death it ſelf 
coald make: Remember it : And Remember 
alſo, theſe enſuing Inſtruftions, that may 
make that Remembrance profitable and uſe- 

ful to you. 

Firft, Remember that 4/Aifion cometh not 
forthrof the duſt , wor doth trouble ſpring out 0 
rhe. ground, Job. 6: But this terrible viſt- 
tation, was ſent'to you from the wiſe overru- 
ling Providence of God : Ir is he that bringerh 
down to the Grave, and bringeth up again. Ir 
1s true, that this Diſeaſe may ſeem common; 
but you may and/\muſt know, that there was' 
more thanthe common hand ofGod in ſending 
it upon you, in ſuch a ganner, and ſucha mea- 
ſure, and'at ſuch'a ſeaſon , when you were 
grown upto a Competent Age, and degreeof 
underſtanding;to make a due uſe of it,that you 
mightſce hisjuſtice in AMiCting you, and his 
goodnels in delivering you fromfuch ad ; 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, Remember that Almighty God 
is of moſt. infinite Wiſdom , Jaſtice and 
Mercy , he hath excellent ends in all his dif. 
penſations of his providences : He pever 
tends an AMiQiion, but it brings a meſlage 
with it, his Rad has a voice; a yoice Com- 
manding us, to ſearch and try our ways, 
and to examin our ſelyes whether there hath 
nat heen Tome great fin againſt him, or 
negleCt of duty to him ; a voice Command- 
ing us to repent of what 1s a miſs, to humble 
out {elves under his mighty hand, toxurn to 
him that ſtriketh us, to ſeek to him by 
Prayer for deliverance , to depend upon 
him by Faith, in his mercy and power; to 
amend what is a miſs, to be more watchful, 
circumipe& , and obedient to. him, '1n. the 
future courſe of our lives, to: fear to offend 
him: Andif a: man hear this voice, God 
hath his end of mercy and goodneſs, and 
man hath the fruit, benefit, and advantage 
of his Affliction, and commonly a Comfor- 
table iſſue of it: Read often and attentively 
the 33th. Chapter of Job, from the beginning 
ta theend. * 

Thirdly, Remember how uncertain, and 
fraila Creature man is, even in his ſeem 
firongelt Age, and Conſtitution of: health ; 
even then a peſtilential Air, ſome evil 
humour in his blood, ſome obſtrugtion 1t may 
be 
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be of a little vein or artery, a little 
ide, ane a thoulagd {mall _— 
upan A | Lue3in without any Cons 
ferah © WRrQungLP lungea mas 92 deſp 

rateand mortal icknels, ang ang a man & 
Che la Rempenber this La i6 fcknels 
pop you ſudden! ; pulled dawg AYOLT 
he quickly, and bi qught yau 

#: af the Graye: h m— 
En you know not how 
704 may be brought into the like Con 


Fry, ; Remember therefore, that yau 
gray ap peace with God, 3 

car. in the: days of beth : 

Fecal pr 0 lag a deliverance, a 
t AK ery many reafons ::. 1. You kao 
. Yau may. nap be gyertaken,wath 
Ml _ cath., and then it will be impalſi- 
bl * you to begin that work: 2. 1t yoy 
155 Ficknefs to give you warning of the, 


oach. of Death , yet you know pot 
——_ that dk may X {ſuddenly take 
AY, Your TER0692 MEOOrY Tn papacy 


ing , Where ou may be dilabled to 
wu peace with God, or to exerciſe a 


s. concerning. it : 3. Bug if 
nas ky Gr yaring and take, 
nat away — ſtanding, yer your AA 
EASHRK Fanpgr Cluſc but let you | 
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fo A Litter from Sir M. Hale, | 
thar pain, and weakneſs, and diſtraCtion of 
mind, and impatience, and unquietneſs, are 
the common attendants of a fick bed, and 
fender that ſeaſon at leaft very difficult , 
then to begin that greateſt and ſolemnels , 
and moſt important buſineſs of a mans Life. 
4. But if your ſickneſs be not ſo ſharp , but 
that it leaves, you patience; and attention of 
mind for that great buſineſs, how do you 
know whether' your heart {hall be inclined: 
to it? Repentance and Converſion to God 
is his gift, though it muſt be our endeavour : 
And though the merciful God, never refuſeth 
a repenting , returning offender ; yet how 
can a man that all the time of' his health' 
hath negleQed Almighty God, refuſed his 
invitations, and'ſcrved his laſts and his fin , 
expe reaſonably, that God in the time of. 
ſickneſs, when the man'can'ferve his fins | 
no longer, will give him the (grace! of 're-! 
pentance ? | He er 
' What ever'yob do therefbre; be, ſureyou * 
make your peace with God) ant Keep' it in 
the days of your health , eſpecially after {6 ' 
great a deliverance from fo deſperate a ſick: 
neſs. 

Fifthly', Remember that your Condition 
1s never ſo low, but that God hath power ' 
to deliver you, and therefore truſt in him: * 
But remember withall, that your Condition - 

| is 
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is never ſo ſafe and ſecure, but you are withig 
the reach of his power to bring you down; 
You are now by the mercy of God recover 
from a terrible ſickneſs, think not with your 
ſelf that your turn is now ſerved , and that 
you ſhall have no more need of him, agd 
therefore that you may live as youlift , and 
never regard your duty to him ; deceive not 
your ſelf herein, remember that this ſick- 
neſs, within two or three days brought you 
upon your knees, even from a ſeeming ftate 
of health : The Caſe is the ſame ſtill, nay 
much worſe , if this Afliftion make you 
not better ; Almighty God called you to 
love, and ſerve, and obey him, by the ſtill 
voice of his word, by the perſwaſion, of 
your Friends, by the adviſes and reproofs 
of your Father ; and when theſe were not fo 
effeQual, (as I know you now wiſh they 
had been, ) He ſent a meſſenger that ſpake 
lowder, that would be heard, even this ter- 
rible ſickneſs; and moſt certainly, if you 
have heard the voice of this Rod, (as I am 
hopeful you have) and thereupon entirely 
turn to your duty to God in all ſincerity 
and obedience, it is the happieſt providence 
that ever befell you , and you will upon 
ſound Conviction , conclude with the Pro- 
phet, It was good for me that I was Afﬀitted : 
But on the other ſide, if notwithſtanding this 
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voice of the Rbd, ; or fall ifter your L, 
466 Arco h tb folly, ati vanity, 5 
exceſs, atid hafdeh yoil {elf agdiblt + 
& ; KW fot certain you fe with 
the reach of the Divine Tuſtice and Power : 
Ayi if yot walk toitrary to o him, e #ill walk 
tri} to you, dd phniſh you jt ſo even times 
gouy ſihs , Levie. 26. 24. | ou Ore 
that Coutiſel, that out Lord fave hs 
at he had healed, Behold thoi art fiade wh bk, 
got w4y aid fins #6 whore , lf C worſe hy 
54 There is tis conteti by ich AT: 
ry God , he is teady ard el iE to be re- 
c6nciled to the worlt of ittat 6poii fiuiffi- 
fation and rrue repentaiice ; bat he is not 
to be Maſtefed of Cond vered by obſkifiac £y 
þrd tion: Who M babd wed him "G ſelf 
4unf wo ind proſpted ? J ob 9; 4. 

I wottld have you Rettnenizet that 
ſitknels erty, well-as deith doth ihdertive MiR- 
kind , ant ſhews them where their trite 
Wikio lies: When a yoling fiiaf, tHe 
ally; is ifi the full career Not fo is vanity a 
pkafures , he thifiks ttiat Relig 10n, ab E 
feat of God, atid walkifig xecording to 

wote, aid the ſerious praCtice of duties of 
Reon towards Gbd , prayer wnto uot, 
out Peace with wy ag piti jt 


low., fooliſh, es incotifiderdb 
afid thar ffi6fe that praiſe fliew, dte's 
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of btain-ſick; melancholy, unintelliperit pee. 
ſons, that want Wit or breeditiy; efid tuft 
derftand not Themſelves of the World ; 
that they are mers ethpty faticies arid ima 
inations, whimniſies, putitaniſit , and 2 
w tit what ele : But on the other ſide, 
they think they are the brave ment that live 
ſplendidly, deniy themfetves no Pleaſure, 
can Drink, arid Roar, and Whore; and De 
bauch, and wear the neweſt Faſhiofis; if 
may be, this Gallarit of Wiſe man comes 
to be taken with a fit of ſickneſs, that tells 
him he muſt dye, Death is at the doo, his 
Glaſs is almoſt out, and but a few ſands left 
in it: And'then the frign beconies quits of 
another judgment, - he cti6s out of his fotrii6e 
fooliſhneſs, he finds his pleaſures arid intein- 
xerance- ane exceſs, are not only perfe& 
follies; but madneſs; vexation , torment ; 
afd Religion and Ptayer to God , arid D& 
vation and Peace with God, they are now in 
; and now nothing but declamatiots' 
againſt thoſe Courſes ; which m his health 
he valted'as the only Wiſdon: ; and nothing 
but promiſes of amendment; and reformation 
of Lift; and Devotiorito God; fo fiekneſs hath 
urideceived the man;atid giver himatrac ad 
re&ified judgment concerning Wiſdern; ad} 
Folly, quite confrary to whet he had Before: 
Thetofore I would have you recellc(t ul 
| elf, 
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ſelf, (and if the violence of your. Diſeaſe 
left you at any time the uſe of your reaſon): 
bethink your ſelf what opinion you then had 
of intemperance , waſting of time ; unlaw- 
ful luſt, or any of thoſe ſins that formerly. 
pleaſed you in your health, whether they did 
not appear to you in your ſickneſs,' very 
vain, fooliſh , yexing things, ſuch as you 
wiſhed never to have been committed ; iand 
on the other ſide, what opinion you had in 

gur ſickneſs touching Piety towards God ; 
ring of his word, calling upon his name, 
redeeming of: time, modeſty, temperance : 
Whether thoſe aCtions of your life paſt, that 
favoured of theſe, were not Comfortable, 
and Contenting to you in your licknels ; 
whether your purpoles, and promiſes ,. and. 
reſolutions of your lick-bed, were not. full of 
{uch thoughts as theſe : If it pleaſe God to 
recover me, I will-never be ſuch a fool as 
L have beeen, I will never drink to exceſs, 
miſpend my time, I will never keep ſuch 
evil Company asI have done, I will be more 
devout towards God , more obedient to his 
word, more obſervant of good Counſel , 
and the like: And if you find. it to be ſo, 
I'muſt defire you to remember that afflition, 
is the School of Wiſdom, it. reftifies mens 
judgments; and I muſt again deſire you , 
to keep your judgment right ſtill, ang ſet "ey. 
| he 
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the recovery. of your. health become the 
loſs of your wits ; but in your health re- 
tain that Wiſdom your ſickneſs taught you, 
and praQice what you then promiſed : Re- 
—_- he is the wiſeſt man that provides for his 
latter end; Deut. 32. 29. 

 Seventhly, Remember by your former 
ſickneſs, how pitiful an inconſiderable thin 
the Body of man is ; how ſoon is the irength 
of it turned to faintneſs, and weakneſs, the 
beauty of it to uglineſs and deformity, . the 
conſiſtency of it to putrefaQtion afd rotten- 
neſs; and then remember how fooliſh a 
thing it is, to be proud of ſuch a Carcaſs, 
to ſpend all, or the greateſt part of our time 
in triming and adorning it, in ſtudying new 
Faſhions ; and new Poſtures, and hew De- 
vices to ſet it out: In ſpending our time 
and proviſions in pampering it, 1n Rn 
the Appetite ; and yer this is the chief buſt- 
neſs of moſt young men of this Age : Learn 
therefore Humility and Lowlinelſs, learn to 
furniſh thy Noble and Immortal part, thy 
Soul, with Religion , Grace, Ktiowledge 
Virtue, Goodneſs, for that will retain i 
to eternity : How miſerable is that tans 
Condition , that whiles ſickneſs hath made 
his Body a deformed, weak, Ioathſom thing, 
ſin hath made his Sout as ugly, and deformed; 
"The Grave will heal or __ the — 
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b 15 A Letter from Sir M. Hale, 
of the former, but the Sout will carty" its 
Ulcers and Deformiry (without Repentance) 
Into the next World : Learn and remember 
therefore, to haye thy greateſt Care for 
thy Nobleſt part, furniſh im with Piety., 
Grace, Knowledge, the Feat and Love of 
God, Faith in Chrift : And as for thy Body, 
uſe it Decently, Soberly and Comely , that 
it may be a fit Inftrument for thy Soul to uſe 
in this Life, but be not probd of it, nor 
make it thy chiefeſt cate and buſineſs to a- 
dora, much leſs defile it. 

.Eighthly , Remember to avoid intempe- 
rance and (inful Luſts : It is true ſicknefs 
and diſeaſes, and finally dearh, are by the 
Laws and Cofiftitutions of our nature inci- 
dent to all Mankind : But tntemperance 
exceſs. of Eating and Drinking, Drunken- 
neſs, Whoreing, Uncleannefs and diſorder 
bring tnore diſeaſes, eſpecially -upon young 
mef1, and deſtroy more young, ftrong, 
healthy men, than the Llague, or other na- 
tural or accidental diftzmpers : They weaken 
the Brain , Corrupt the Blood, decay and 
diſteraper the Spitit , diſorder and putreffe 
the hamours, and make the body a very 
bag full of putrefaQtion: Some diſeaſes are 
as 1t were {pecihcal, and appropriate to rhefe 
vices, other diſeaſes are commonly occafioned 
by then, by their inflammation and putrifaQtt- 

on 
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on of the Blood and humours: And all Diſea- 
ſes,even thoſe that are Epidemical, Natural or 
Caſual,yet are rendred bythoſe vices far more 
* Tharp, ws z malignant and incurable”, 
by that ſtock of Corrupted matter, they lodge 
in-the body to feed thoſe Diſeaſes, and that 
impotency that theſe vices bring uponNature 
to.refiſt them: Therefore if you ever-expe&t 
to have as well a ſound body, as a found 
mifd; carefully avoid intemperance arid de- 
bauchery : The moſt temperate and ſober 
perſons are ſubje& to ſickneſs, weakneſs and 
Diſeaſes, but the intemperate can never be 
long without rheth. 
* . And thusI have done with the prof 
of your Diſeaſe, and at leaſt many of rheſe 
profitable uſes 'you may gather from the re- 
membrance of it, 

IL. I ſhallnow in the ſecond place, put you 
in Remembrance of your Deliverance, touch- 
ing which , - you muſt remember: 1. That 
it was a great, eminent, and extraordinary 
Deliverance , you need no otlier eviderice of 
it, than by looking back upon the greatneſs 
and ſeverity of your Diteaſe before-ttien= 
tioned : 2. It was a deliverance by the im« 
mediate power and mercy of that God, thax 
ſent you the Viſitation. | 

Una ealemque minus vulnus opemgue Hilit. 
If you had been delivered by the immediate 
B 2 efficacy 
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efficacy of means, yet you are blind if you 
fee not that the efficacy of means depends 
-upon the providence of God, it 1s he that 

ovides it, and that makes means effeCtual. 

ut in this deliverance God hath pleaſed to 
hedge up (as it were) your way from attri- 
buting ir to means, and hath given you an 
1ndication, that it was done by his own im- 
mediate power, and that he delivered you 
above , and beyond means: Ir is true, you 
had'a very able and careful Phyſician , and 
very great attendance and care was uſed a- 
bout you : But when your Phyſitian and all 
that were about you, began to deſpair of your 
recovery, when means proved ineffeQuual , 
when the ſtrength of Nature was exhauſted 
and baffled by your Diſeaſe, God Almighty 
upon a ſuddain, and beyond expeQation, re-= 
lieved you, and as it were by his own hand 
brought you back from the very threſhold 
of the Graye : And this he did, that you and 
| all about you, and all your Relations might 
take notice of it, that it was he that did ir. 
\. And thus Almighty God hath exerciſed 
towards you, two great Experiments, the 
firſt of his ſeverity, the ſecond of his mercy : 
And as your Sickneſs and Rod had its voice, 
(a lowd and ſharp voice)lo your recovery and 
deliverance hath its voice allo,a [weet,gentle, 
and(T hope JefteQtual voice; andI will asſhort- 
ly as I caa tell you what it 1. Firſt, 
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Firſt , Remember this benefit , remember 
it was reached out unto you, from the mere 
power, goodneſs, and mercy of God : Re- 
member evermore in your lure and Soul , 
to be thankful to him for it : Remember as 
long as you live upon all occaſions to-ac- 
knowledge it; daily to return oo your 
knees humble thanks for it , to him that 
had regard to you, and remembred you in 
your low Eſtate , to him that —_— your 
Iniquities, and healed. your Diſeaſe, to him 
that did this for you when all means failed, 
that did it for you, when you had not the 
underſtanding to call upon him for it; to 
him that did it for you, that deſerved it not, 
for you that had provoked him, and neg- 
leted him too much in the time of your 
health. - This God it was, that thus deli- 
vered you; Read often the 103 Pſalm at- 
tentively, and apply it to your own Cons 
dition, 1t will do you good. 

2. Remember to acknowledge this good- 
neſs of God with all humility ; your delive- 
rance was not the purchaſe of your own 
power, nor of your own deſert, it was ani 
A&Qt of the free and undeſerved goodneſs of 
God ; what Almighty God fai Moſes 
unto the ]/zaelites, Deut. 9. 4. 6, I ſhall ay 
to you" evith ſome variation ; underſtand 
therefore that the-Lord thy God hath nor . 
B 3 given 
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given 'thee this deliverance for thy Righte. 
ouſneſs : No it.is the mere effe& of his own 
goodneſs, and to give you opportunity to 
praiſe him, and ſerve him, better than ever 
you did before. tft; ot 0) 

3; Remember that although great delive- 
rances, require your great acknowledgments, 
yet there is, ſomewhat more required , 
namely, a real prattical glorifying of God, 
by ordering your Converſation aright , by 
ſerving him, pleaſing him, obeying him, 
living to his honour : This Almighty God 
expeRs as well -as praiſes, and acknowledg- 
ments : As the end of God in afflictions 
is to make men better , 1{o the end of God 
1a deliverances is to make men better , and 
it we are not the better men by both diſpene 
ſations, we do as much as in us lies diſap- 
paint Almighty God in his delign, and dif- 
appoint our ſelves of the benefit and advan- 
tage intended in both, and eaſily tobe gained 
by both. This therefore ts the voice af this 
deliverance, it calls ſweetly, and gently in. 
deed, but earneſtly and effeftually for a» 
mendment of life: And that upon two great 
and moving arguments: 1. Your recovery 
and great deliverance calls for this from you, 
upon the accompt of common ingenuity and 
good nature,” which obligeth a man to be 
obſervant and dutiful' ro. his benefactor F 
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God Almighty is the greateſt BenefaCtor,agd | 
hath maniteſted himlclf {ugh to you, upon 
a Viſible and eminent account; this is engage» 
ment enough upon the account of common 
humanity, to be dutitul and obedient to him : 
When therefore. you are at any time by the 
FTemptatian of your own Corruption, or by 
the ſollicitation of evil perfogs, ſollicited ta 
evil Actions; Canſider thus with your ſelf, 
Is this a becoming, return ta that God , that 
bath-thus wongertully delivered me ? Is this 
the requital that I ſhall make to him for his 
mercy ? Shall I pleaſe a vaiq Luſt, or a vain 
Companion, and diſpleaſe the great God of 
Heaven and Earth, that hath thus delivered 
me and dong me more goad, than all the 
World could ever do me, -or than I can ever 
recompence © Da ye thus requite the Lord, 0 
ye fool People, aud unwiſe? Is not he thy 
Father that hath bought thee? Hath he not 
wade thee, and eſtabliſhed thee? Deut. 32. 6. 
2. This mercy calls for your obedience to 
God, in an eminent manner ypon the accouat 
of common prudence and diſcretion ; the 
benefit of your obedience to him will be your 
own-, your own happinels in this Life, and 
in that to come; There is no greater moral 
ſecurity againſt future dangers and troubles, 
than obedience, and reformation of Life 


ypon great deliverancgs. received z» nor is 
: B 4 there 
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there any greater invitation of new troubles 
and miſchiefs, than ingratitude, diſobedi. 
- ence, and great fins after great mercies and 
deliverances :. There is a kind of certain and 
infallible connexion between great fins, after 
great mercies received, and great Judg- 
ments to follow, Ingentia beneficia, ingentia 
peccate, ingentis ſupplicia, Again, asI have 
formerly told you, you do not know how ſoon 
you may ſtand in need of the ſame mercy, 
and goodneſs of God , which you have for. 
merly found :- You are never out of the reach 
of his power, and the neceſſity of his help ; 
what ever you do, therefore ncver diſoblige 
him, by whom you Live, and whole ex- - 
traordinary mercy you may ſtand in need of, 
you know not how ſoon : There is nothi 
Mm the World doth more provoke God, than 
neglect, forgetfulneſs, or willful diſobedience 
after ſignal mercies: Theſe provoke the mer- 
ciful'God to a ſeverity of the higheſt kind , 
becauſe the ſweeteſt and moſt obliging call 
of mercy and deliverance is neglected : 
Read the firſt Chapter of the Proverbs at- 
tentively. 

And the merciful God hath giyen us a 
plain Rule and Method, how he may be 
terved, obeyed, and pleaſed, he hath given 
us a plain diſcovery of his win the Scrip- 
cures of both Teſtaments ; Reat chat often, 
you 
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'ou have it by you, and need- not go 
far to find &- 4 15 your Maker's Will, and 
what that obedience is , that he requires as 
the return of this, and all other his mercies 2 
Yet I think it not amiſs, to mind you of ſome 
particulars, that may be uſeful for you upon 
this occaſion, and to direct you Par- 
ticularly to improve it, and ſo order your 
future Life in ſome meaſure anſwerable 
to it, 

1. I would have you make it your firſt 
buſineſs after your perfect Recovery, to Con- 
ſider the courle of your Life paſt, fince you 
came to the Age ot diſcretion, and ſee what 
hath been amuls in it; whether you have 
not negle&ed Religion, and the Duties of it 
too much, as Prayer, hearing the Word 
Preached, obſerving the Lendedeg , receiv= 
ing_che Sacrament ; whether you have 
not been guilty of intemperance , excels of 
drinking, wantonneſs, uncleanneſs, idleneſs, 
miſpending your time, and thoſe ſupplies 
which have been allowed you for your main- 
tenance; whether you have not too much 
delighted in vain and ſinful, and diſorderly 
Company, vanity and expence in Apparel : 
And if any ſuch, or the like faults have been, 
repent of them , be ſorry for them , reſolve 
againſt them ; and let the future courſe of 
your Life be amended in relation thereunta 


14 A Letter from Sir M. Hale, 

© have before told you, that your heavenly 
Father hath forgiven you, and I have for- 
given you, neither doI mention thele things 
to upbraid .yau for them , but that you upon 
the conſideration of what hath been amiſs, 
may be thereby the better enabled to reQitfy 
and ſet in order your future Life ; If this 
be done and practiſed, I will reckon your 
bite ſickneſs and diſtemper one of the greateſt 
blefſings that ever befel you. 
* 2.'L would have you always keep a habit 
of the fear: of God upan your heart ; Con- 
| fider his preſence, order your Life as in his 
preſence, Conſider that he always ſces you, 
beholds, and takes notice of you, and eſpe- 
cially. whether you carry your ſelf anſwer- 
able to this great deliverance, it is one of 
thoſe Talents for which he will expeCt an 
Account from you. 

3. I would have you frequently and 
thankfully conſider of the great Love of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath given 
to be the Inftrutor, and Governour, and 
Sacrifice for the fins of you and all Mankind, 
through whom upon Repentance you have 
aſſurance of the remiſſion of your fins and 
eternal Lifez. and frequently confider how {| 
great an ingagement this is ppon you, and ; 
all Mankind, tolive according to fuch a hape 
zgnd ſuch a mercy. 

4. 
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4. I would have you every — read 

g portion of the Holy Scriptures ; *rill yay 
have read the Bible from the. beginning ta 
the end ; Obſerve it well, read it reverenly 
and -attentively , ſet your heart ,upon ir; 
and lay ir up 1n your memory , and maka 
it the dire&ion of your life; jt wilt make you 
2 wiſe gnd a good man ; I have heen. ac. 
quajnted ſomewhat with Men and- Books, 
and have had leng experience in Learning , 
and inthe World : There is no Book like tho 
Bible for excellent Learning, Wiſdom, and 
Ute, and it is want of underſtanding in them, 
that think or ſpeak other wile. 

5. Every morning and every evening , 
upon your knees with all reverence and at- 
tention of mind, return hearty thanks to 
God for his mercy to you, and particularly 
for this deliverance, deſire his Grace to 
enable yau to walk in ſore meaſure anſwer: 
able to it, beg his Providence to pratett you, 
his Grace to dire& you, to keep you from 
evil Aftions, and evil Perſons, and evil 
occurrences, beg his-pardon for yaur (in, and 
the conrinuance of his favour, always conelu. 
ding with the Lords Prayer. -: 

6. Obſerve conſcionably the Lords day 
to keepit Holy , avoid idle Company, 1dle 
Diſcourſe, Recreations, and {ecular imploy- 
nients upon that day ; reſort twice that day 

| | to 
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to the publick Prayers and Sermon, come 
early to it, be attentive at it, keep your 
Eyes and Mind from roveing after vain 
thoughts or objets; and ſpend the reſt of 
that day, that is free from neceſſary occa- 
fions,in Reading the Scriptures, or ſome good 
Books of Divinity. 

* Once ever Term at leaſt come prepa- 
' redly, and reverently to the Holy Com- 
 munion, receive it with great reverence , 
and thankfulneſs, and due Conſideration of 
the end of its inſtitution : Renew your Co- 
venant with Almighty God that you made 
in Baptiſm, and to live Soberly, Righteouſly, 
and Godly before him, and beg his Grace and 
Strength to perform it. 

And as thoſe direCtions before, do more 
y_ relate to Almighty God, and your 

portment immediately towards him; fo 
theſe that follow , more eſpecially relate to 
your ſelf and others, and your moral Con- 
verſation: Therefore, 

8. Be very moderate in Eating and Drink- 
ing, Drunkenneſs is the great vice of the 
time, and by Drunkenneſs I do mean not 
only groſs Drunkenneſs, bur alſo Tipling , 
Drinking exceffively , and immoderately , 
or more than is convenient or neceſlary ; 
avoid thoſe Companies that are given toit, 


come not into thoſe places that are devoted. 
to 
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. to that beaſtly Vice, namely, Taverns and 
Alehouſes, avoid and refule thoſe devices 
"that are uſed to occaſion it, as Drinking - 
and Pledging of Healths : Be reſolute agai 
.it, and whea your reſolution is once known, 
you will never be ſollicited to it : The Re- 
chabites were Commanded by their Father 
not to drink Wine, and they obeyed it, and 
had a bleſſing for it, my Command to yeu 
is not ſo ſtrift, I allow you the moderate 
uſe of Wine and ſtrong Drink at your meals, 
I oaly forbid you the excels, or unneceſſary 
uſe of it, and thoſe Places and Companies, 
and Artifices that are Temptations to it. 

9. Avoid Wanton and Laſcivious ACtions, 
Speeches and Company : Read Proverbs 2, 

, 6, 7. 9. A Whore hunts for the precious 
Ik of a man, and that vice brings a ruine 
with it to the Body, Soul, and Eſtate : If 

ou cannot car yp contain your ſelf 
1n a ſingle Life, and be of Competent health, 
Marry, but with the Adviſe and Counſel of 
your Father, whule he lives. 

10. Be frugal of your time (it is one of the 
beſt Jewels we have) and to that end avoid 
Idleneſs, it conſumes your time, and lays 
you open to. worſe inconveniences ; let your 
Recreations be healthy, and Creditable, __ 
Moderate, without too much ex 


time, or money :, Go not to Stage-plays, they 
are 
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tte 4 moſt profuſe waſting of time; vale 
«Fits dy that eſtimate we would have-of it, 
When) we want it, what wottld not a ſick- 
fart give for thoſe portions of time of 
-heatrh , that he had formerly improvidently 
waſted ? 

2" tt; Bee diligent in your Study and Cal- 
lng ; it is at AR of dury to Almighty God 
Mat requires it , and it will be your wiſdotn 
and benefit ; it will be a good expence of 
tine, u prevention from a 1houſand incon- 
veniences and temptations, that -orherwiſe 
will befall a man ; it will furniſh you with 
knowledge and underſtanding, give you 
che ay and means of a comfortable 
&nd plentrfill ſubſiſtence, and make you. a 
(Upport, comfort and benefit to your Friends 
And Countty. © LES 00 32, 
/ 13;' Be frigal in your expences, live 
Withm the Compaſs of that Exhibition , 
that GodsProvidence and your Father's abili- 
lities ſhait ſupply you withall ; it is enonght 
to, maintain an honeſt provident man, atd 
ber! times note will not — jor a pro- 
Aifſe mitid © A Frugal watt will live Com- 
O40 enter ler a little; and 
zprofuſe mani will ive beggerly, necefficouſly 
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-* x4. Inall your expences conſider before 
hand : Can I not be well enough withour thls 
that I am about to buy ? Is there an abſolute 
neceſſity of it ? Can I not forbear ?till I wh 
in a better Condition to compaſs it ?' If I buy 
or borrow can I pay? And when? And anvil 
ſure ? will this expence hold out ? How ſhull 
I bring about the next Quarter, or the nexr 
year ? If young men would but have the 
patience to conſider, - and ask themſelves 
Queſtions of the like nature , it would make 
them Conliderate in their Expences- and 
provident for the future ;. and theſe Conſide- 
rations will in a ſpecial manner concera-you, 
in reſpe& of your Fathers great Expences 
for you, which though I have forgiven, and 
forgotten , T would have you remember with 
Gratitude and Caution. | 
14. The vanity of: Young-tnen in loving 
fine Cloarhs, and new Faſhions, and valui 
themſelves by them, is one of the-m 
Childiſh pieces of folly that can be, and 
the occaſion of great profuleneſs and undo- 
ing of Young-met : Avoid curiolity and tos 
much expenliveneſs in your Apparel : Let 
your Apparel be comely, plain,decent,cleanl 
Not curious of coſtly; it is the lign of a w 
Head-piece, to be ſick for every new Faſhion, 
or to think himſelf rhe better in it, or the 
Worle without it, 
15. Be 
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fort with, and much more caretul what 
ons you grow intimate with ; chule 
 Jober, wile, learned, honeſt, Religious Com- 
pany , You will gain Learning and Wiſdom, 

d improve your ſelf in Virtue and Good- 
neſs, by converſing with them-: But avoid 
debauched, fooliſh, intemperare, prodigal, 


atheiſtical; prophane Company, as you would | 
avoid a Plague ; they will Corrupt and un- | 
-do you, they are a fort of the molt pitiful | 


fools.in the World, and familiar acquaintance 
and converſatibn with them , will endanger 
to make you like then, 


16. Weigh and conſider your words be- | 


fore you ſpeak them , and do not talk at 
random or at a venture ; let your words be 
few, and to the purpoſe, be more ready to 
hear others than to he 


and conſtderately. 


17. Be very careful to ſpeak truth , and | 


beware of lying; as lying is diſpleaſing to 


God, ſo it is ottenlive to man, and always ; 
at the latter end returns to.the reproach or {| 


diſadvantage of him that ufeth it ; it is-af 
evidence of a weakand unmanly mind: Be 
careful that, you believe not haſtily fftrange 
news, and ſtrange ſtories, and be much meg 
care 


15. Be careful what Company you con- 


ak your ſelf; accultom | 
r ſelf to ſpeak leiſurely, and deliberately, ? 
It will be a means to make you ſpeak warily | 
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\ 
careful that you do not report them, though 

at the fond hand, fir it prove an uns 

truth , (as commodtly ſtrange ſtories 

ſo) is brings an imputarion of levity apo 

him that reports it , and poſſibly ſome 


advantage to others. . 
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vaſt and unſettled mind ; and ſuch men 
are impatient of an haneſt - Calling , or | 
of moderate or honeſt gain. 
' 20. Run not into debteither forWares ſold, 
or Money -botrrowed ; be content to want 
things that are not of abſolute neceſſity , 
rather than to run upon the ſcore ; ſuch a 
man pays at the latter end a third part 
more than the Principal comes to, and is 
in perpetual fervitude -to his Creditors , 
lives uncomfortably , is neceſſitated to in- 
creaſe -his debts, to ſtop his Creditors 
touths, and many times falls into deſpe- 
rate Courſes.” Tots 
- 21; Be reſpeQfull to all, familiar and 
intimate with few, be Grateful to your 
BenefaQors , eſpecially to thoſe, who under 
God, were inſttunental for your good, in 
our late ſickneſs, and return your thanks 
them ; to your Father that- ſpared-no 
coft- for your Recovery,” to *your Door. | 
that was exceedingly diligent about you , | 
to thoſe that attended you in your ſickneſs, 
to thoſe that together with-your Father 
often prayed to God for your Recovery , 
and- for a blefſling upon- this' Affliction, 
whoſe names you ſhall in'"due- time par- 
ricularly know. But above all, to Almi 
God, who not' only provided: and 
Fd the"means;' byt ſaved -+and delivered 
O&b - you 


- 


”—_ £aD, wi 4 4.4 ©... 


to One of bis Sons: 33 
pos above: means, and when meats fai- 


22. Laſtly, I ſhall conclude with -one 
advice more, without the obſervance where- 
of my labour in writing this long Epiſtle 
will be probably fruitlels: Be not' wiſe7in 
your own conceit , this is:,the unhappy: 
error , and many tirnes the ruine of Young- 
men eſpecially : They are uſually raſh, 
giddy, and incanſiderate, and yet extreamly 
confident of that which they have leaſt rea»: 
ſon to truſt , oamely their own underſtands. 
ing, which renders them- moſt reſerved' 
from them that are willing and beſt able; 
to-adviſe them, impatient of reprof, love, 
to be fidttered, and ſo become uncapable: 


| of good and: wife Councel, ?cill their folhes, 


have reduced them to extream ſtraits and 
inconveniences. ; ſuſpect therefore your: 
own judgment : Adviſe often with yqug, 
Father, eſpecially in all things of moment ; 
be glad of his Cauncel, and be Conrented 
and willing to: follow it, and to guide you, 
Lite according to it ; at leaſt *till ripeneis 
of Age, Obſervation, and Experience, have. 
enabled you better to adviſe your ſelf; This, 
is an catic, and ready, and cheap way of 
attaining Wiſdom, and avoiding of infinite 
inconveniences, | 
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-* Andthus I have ia this long Epiſtle, giver 
you the means how you may improve both 
your ſickneſs, and recovery, ty the Glory of 
God, and your own benefit, 


e 


 T ſhall therefore Conclude with two Cons 
fiderations, that may the more ingage you 
to this ufe of both theſe difpenſations. = 


\ x. The danger is great, if Aﬀflictions 


make not a man more humble and dutiful, 
and the danger-is yet greater, if great de- 
Iiverances and metcies do not make a 
more thankful and obedient to God ;  be- 
cauſe it is the moſt obliging method that 
the Gracious God can uſe towards the Chil- 
dren'of men, for that end, in this Life : 
And the negle& of that invitation, adds 
Ingratitude and Contempt to the neglect 
of it,' © . "EY ous Pp » + v» A 
2. The benefit that you will receive by 
making a good uſe of theſe two —_— 
tions, 11 improving your dutifulneſs and 
obedience to' God ,* will be 'ſingular and 
excellent : 't. It will make you a wile. man, 
by making you a Good; . and a Religious 
man : Believe it from your Father , who 
will not deceive you', nay, believe it from. 
2 greater than your Father, the very Spirit 


| blebyou, andto forgite, and forget wht 
4} Gherer huak heretofore been: done amiſs by 
* you: This will make all Conditions Cody 
© fortable to you, whether Life or Deaths 


3 bs a Comfort to, your Father ,:@ {i 

4 your | Broder en iiſere , _ _ 
Y ot go0d tQ-; Your” TOUntry , A attain! | 
| Honeſt, Credible, and Competent Subs 
3 fiſtence in this 'World, and an everlaſts 


# leave this Werld ; It. may be; this me 
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vety many more declaratiogs there arc of 

this great truth-; 2. It will make you a 

happy man , it will give you the Favour 

and Love of God , which is betrer: then 

Un it ſelf: {or aer hays bis Mercy 
on , Dis Frovidence to proce}. 

is Wiſdom to direct you, his Goodachs 0s 


Sickneſs or Health : By this means you way 
r6:tq 


ing inheritance of Glory-. and Immoeta- 


# lity in” the World to. come. Thus I 
* have given you 2 large Legtar of ſavind 
= and good Counſel: Ser yqur- heart to it., 
* and obſerve and. xemember.it'; We ſee haw 


unſtable our Lives are, you'nar I know 
not how ſoon, either or both: of us may 
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the laſt paper of Advice that your Father 
may give you: But however it ſhall pleaſe 
God- to- deal! with you or me, touching 
our continuance in this World , yet {er 
me leave this with you, in the cloſe of this 
Letter :-1f I'ſhall find that theſe direQions 
are dutifully obſerved, T ſhall be ready 
from time to time, freely to adviſe and di- 
ret you ; 'and-as I have paſſed by your for- 
mer vagancies, 1o I ſhall thereby have 
|t- aſſurance, that God-hath bleſſed this 
ifitation to you. - But. on the other ſide, 
if T-ſhall find} that -you negle& my Coun- 
fels, that you make light of - them , that 
you- fill © purſue thoſe - Courſes that will 
exrtainly be bitterneſs in the end, I muſt 
then'tell you, 1 ſhall pray for you, a 
be-forry for you with my heart ; but'T 
ſhall not: eaſily -be- perſwaded' to give any 
more Advices or Counſels, where I find 
them deſpiſed or negle&ed. - In this paper 
there are -many. things omitted, which 
might have'been inſerted; -but the - con- 
Rant -Reading of the Holy: Scriptures will 
ſupply unto! you- that defect :-1 have cho- 
ſeri only -in this* paper -to- mention ſuch. 
things which are icaſonable for you upon * © 
this: occaſion.'” "God Almighty hath not 
been wanting to you in Admenition , Cor- 
$312 rection, 
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» 4eQRion , , and Deliverance ; neither 
tath your Father been wanting to you in 
- 5d Urns Counſel, Care, and 
yy God Almighty bleſs all uate you. 


Chis 15 the Prayer of, 


Your Loving Father , 


MaTrTHrew Hart, 
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